Statement of the man 1dentified as bills
rporm the notes of William B. Sarrett
I am the men Who supplied the idea for the Lindbergh ransorl
note symbols and you can nave your stuff about the Wop and the German
origins if you want to cwallow it. Uncle Sam's postoffice gave me
the idea and It1l explain thst before I;m through.
1 know how toe Lindbepgh kidnepping was planned and - Lnow

who planned 1t and I can name names and give chapter snd ve s€. They
may dig the facts Up yet =nd they should be able to if anybody ever
gets on the job who dossn't give a damn who gets hurt, But most of
thern will De aatisfled to"give this Duthman the juice and let it zo
at that. Itm giving you this story to use if the Duichman hasn't
any oth=r chance and you wont be smart if you use it before you £ave
to becazuse there will be nell raised if it nits in the right place
and a few 1lives wont make 2 bit of difference. There are even cops
who would bubn a man down to blanket the story and p.enty of people
who didn't do any kidnapplng and who aren't copsSe

Somé of what I'm telling, about myself and how L learned things '
and what I did and where I was is wrong bub the story is right, I'm
o two time loser and IQve gob a ?edaral rap hanging over e and I'm |
no Tfishe T1m not stepping oub into a spot to save the skin of aﬁ
Dutchman who doesn't mean anything to e if T can help it,  Still
he didn't do t e j;b or any part of it and there are o lot of human
lice aréund who would look much more at home in that hot seab than
ne would. There's people Who xmight spot me at that from the story

~

but that s the chaicd 1'm taking and I may not be around when You
2] ]

use the siory - 1T you over dCe



They were talking sbout kidnapping Lindber h's kid within eagy
walking distance of his *opewell place bef ore he had his house bullte
The joint isn't operating any more S0 it isn;t important. It was
gbout Yoy, 1931le A bunch of smart wops had come in from Detroit
with a line dbout how they had brightened up on +he snatch racket
out there and sbout business that they worked up for meking & snatch

work smoothlye

There were several of the DOYS from Brooklyn there and a fellow
who used to fly booze for & Chieego oubfit and who knew Lindbergh
before ne as big. They got t0 $allring about Lindbergh coming to
Jersey to live permanently and of course what a Pig time snatch 1T
wosld be to get his kid. This flyer said “indbergh was & heel and
+hat he knew a girl that Lindbergh left with o kid in Iowa oOr SOme
place wno would admire belng in on anything like that. The Wops said
that there sboﬁldn't be any woman in a high class snatich but thad
the big thing was ;o pick somebody outside the mob who would be Mright"
and yet clean if the cops 2ot suspilcicus of him. They said that the
two big problems in +the Detroit kidnappings wes getting mail to the
guy who would have to pay the pansom and ggbtting it to him so that he
¥new it was the right mail and not something that a crackpot thousht
up. The other thing tripped them a few times, The birds they
plcked as go-betweens couldn't stand up when the cops turned the
1ight on them.

The writing of the notes, they sald, was a cinch. Get a good
seratch man and have him write sone forelgn script and bust the note
up with pidgin Englishe. Being Wops, they thouzht it weos best to
write like a Uerman oOr & Bohunk, They even had a Canuck staksd out

for the neXxt job who conld write Russlan charscters.



I had a package that crme to me in the mall thait day and it was
all stamped and cancelled. I had one of those red and blue pencils
in my pocket that is one color on one ennd and the other color on the
revorse. I like to scribble when 4 talk and + said - "How would this
work for identifying a fansom lebter 2"

We were just talking, you know. “one of us had anything to
do with the kidnapping when it did come off except in a sort of long
distance way., Some of the ideas lived. The big wop's name was
Mapino and he was so smart that he was in stir before the Lindbergh
snatch came off.,

The postoffice was cancelling them a little differently then than
they are now and they used =n oval device besddes the ecircles. Some
times the circles overlapped and they slapped the oval right down on
top of them, I drew a couple of circles in different colors on the
envelope and reduced the size of the oval, putting it in where they
overlappel énd i made each maimmx circle a different color.

NThat's simple and easy to remember." I said. "You can't boob it

)

ups"

" This wop objected tha. the first chiseler who saw the symbol
would be able to make a copy and that he wouldn'tt even trust a cop
not to chisel in if there was enough money in it, He wanted something
as hard to copy as a signature.

Thatts when L suggested that they write the first note on a pad
and drive a hole through the oval inside the overlapping circles, soO
they could draw the other designs apound the hole in the same waye <The
Wop kindof went for that, but it was all talk.

A long time later when I read asbout the Lindbergh ransom note, I

got a jolt and I started wond: ring which of the birds that was thers



when I made the suggestion had cut in on the snatch., Well, s=s L tolad
you, none of them did. I found out all about that later.

When the Lindbergh kid was snatched, I was lamister and very hot
and T didn't think it was a professional Job. Like gvervbody elsse,

I figured it a sure inside job from what the Ximdhmrgkk papers printed
and I84 heard things off and on in Jersey that made it possible, They
didn't releass anything about the ransom mewms note at firstA and I
didn't figure sny angles on that until I heard about the symbol.

AI'm a specialist and I haven't got too many competitors in my
line. I don't heve to pack a rod and never did. Every outfit theab
peddled booze during prohibltion needed what I hed to offer and if
Iﬂd laid off the sidelines, L'd have been okay. I got around,

714 masde @ connection in Detrolt about the time of the kidnapring
and I got a trip to Norfolk out of 1t for what I knew, There was a
rum fleet operating out of thers but 1 oniy knew a few of the people.
I had my ideas of who was behind them and some of my ideas were right;
but L didn't go down there with ideas but for cash on the line,

I didn't ses much of Horfolk. The boys were on an island and I
got there just before the Curbtis story msde the hoadlines. I wasn't
s bit happy sbout it. With sorething blg 1like that almest anybody is
likely to be dumped to the cops and the cops can just about convict
anybody that they pinch ~ anytirme. Lay bets on that if the sucker
hasn & got dough or backing.

; didn 't know but what some of the mob that I was with had been
in on the sgnateh and that maybs the baby was down there someplace and
the Curtis story on the levela It doesndt take me long to fimd outb
different, The other boys are worried,too, and it 1s damned bad for
business, Being in our business down in Norf~-lk right them was like

trying to pick a pocket on = stage e



The big fist landed of course, The Feds knocked over some of
the mob in South Carolina and then picked off another bunch around
Norfolks Some of us were lucky and I was one of the lads that went
north. What I did down soubth opened up an old connection of mine
in Prodklyn that hadn't been so good since “egs Diamond went oub.
Like +egs or don't, he never was the heel tﬁat hs's supposed to ke
have been when aﬁman laid it level with him. Through jobs that I'fd
been steered into by Legs, I got to know Vannle Higgins,

AND VANWIE HIGGINS IS THE BOY WHO PLANNED THE LIRDBERFH KID-
NAPPING AND CARRIED IT OUTS

T learned the story, sll of it, and it doesn't matter hows I
told you that Iﬂd scramble some of my personal sidry gnd I'11 keep
scrambling ite Y¥pu can kiss the book on the main Factis,

You hear about mobs and gangs running cities and lt's a lot of
newspaper hooey. Syndicates run them and not gangs. Gung leaders
like Capone are & dime a dozen unless the syndicate behind them is
satisfied, Ioutd be svrprised at some of the people with votes,too,

Vannis Higgins vwas a pretty bilg shot. He knew his stuff and he
had people who would back his plays and he was sitting all right over
in “pooklyn as a lot of smart monkeys found oute DBut he wasn't going
to get very far with the big syndlcate and he knew it. His %ig chance
was to hook up with a new outfit and take 2 long garble for the blue
chips. Ho waited a long time for the risht combination. He didn’t

get vhere he was by making bets wiklkmuk where the percentage wasn't

-

figured fine.
The bunch that wes backing Ownle Madden had Jersey locked up

tight and that was the liquor route into New York, Puhxir Their

stuff came in royal, with practically an escfort of State cops:



but letiing siwff through only got a cop his regular see-ne-cvil
Pay . A bright cop could earn himself a bonus for knocking over
stuff that anybody else tried to bring in,. Those Jersey cops were
signed, sealed =snd dellvered a:d Vannie Higzins, who spent a lot of
time in Jersey, knew just as much a2bout that as anybody. A new
syndicate didn 't have a chance over there,

But nobody c¢ould sew up the water roube inte New Yorks

Murray Marks came in from St, Louls and he had idess,too. He
had a bunch of boys from LYotroit and Chicagorand S5te Louls that he
was doing an advance agenﬁ Job for. The papers would call them
Purple gangeters and cuckoo gangsters and all that stuff, but they
were Just boy s who had expergence and knew their way sround,
Murray larks couldn't have got them to gether or held them together
but somebody did. AMurrq;l%wks couldn't have walked in and talked
gbout new connections to Vannis ﬂiggins, either, But John Torrio
wags blg enough for anything and he had a place on Jamaica Bay that
Vannie Hig;ins used to visite, I don't know a damed thing about that,
A man can Jjust guess, 7

Ihrrey Merks had his place on City Island =z2nd you've heard
sbout that place in the Lindbergh case even if you never heard of
Murray Marks.

The new outfit had the boats and the liguor but they had to
know that they could get the tusine:s after they got the stuff in,
New Tork in those days drank up a lot of liquor and in spite of &1l
the movie pineapple throwing, a man had to have liguor to serve &nd
no 1atter how hard 2 cookie was who sold to him, he'd have to get hls

booze from somebody else if the hard cookie didn't have any, Play that

any way you want to and it adds,



The new synddicate couldn't get to first base as long as the
stuff kept flowing into New iork through Jerseye. Stoppling it
from flowing looked impossible «- £ill Vannie Higzins remembered -
maybe « aboubt one of khx his boys telling him about the crazy scheme
to snatch the “indbergh kid,

Ir “indberéh‘s baby was kidnapped, the country would be on its
ear, There would be so rmch heat in Jersey th#t no cop would dare

susplcious
let smzpkifmx trafflic run through and nobody would feel tough enough
to want té drive it through, 4t would mean gee men and private sleuths
and 811 hell, Just a few weeks of that would crack the market wide
open for a nsw sn;rt mob that had the boats and the stufl and the
rizht peovle in ite Handled right, the brea k would make Vannie
Hyg-ins the biggest shot in New Yorkse

I'm guessing, of course, about what Higsgins thought and figured
but it is good guessing because I inow what he did,

Just abou the time that Higzins could use a break like that,
a Swede named Had Johnson started coming into ons of Vannie‘s places
with 2 jane named Thompson and sounding off about being a guy that
could practically walk into Lindbergh's home any time he wanbed,...a
guy just bursting with dope about wha; the “indbergh's ate and where
they slept and all that, Bragging.... ‘ |

Vannile heard sbhout him and two of the boys; a Swede named

“nderson and a lad nemed Stark took him over one night, They go to
;ork on him and he knows that these boys mean their gquestions vlhen
they ask them, He spills a 1o% that might have done some good and
he tells them that he knows vecause hegs got 3 girdl nesmed Gow who
is the babyls nurse.

And you can have all the Lindberghs say and all that anybody

else tells vou, The Gow girl is Xmmxxsme a girl that Bob 8tark



knew in Detroit ~- and she'd been around with some people. She
couldn't pull any of the s;uff thalt any ordinary girl could pull
on theée cookles. And she didn't.

They had Johnson bring her ;here they could tallk to her amd
they told her that they wented to borrow the Lindbergh baby to
stir up a2 1little excitement that would blow some people over, There
wasn't going to be anything messy abous it and the kid would be taken
goodﬁcare of for the few weeks that he wns away snd she could be a
heroine and get a lot of play from people and keep her own nose cleang
but if she didn't play ball, she knew what would happen then,too =
she and the Swede friend both,

She stalled Bor a couple of weeks and she didn;t want any parst
of it, but she didn't kid herself., She knew that ghe didn't have an
out and she gotlpleéty of proof that the baby wouldn't be hurt and
that he wouldn't even be held for ransom, (That wa; steitght up.
Vﬁnnie Higginsnknew that the snatch was easy. It usually is, It's

getting the money that's tough and that's where they trip. He didn't

-~ -

want eny money at the cost of the risk it would mean, FHeld play
for it to keep the pot bolling but he wouldn't try to collect it)e

When Betty Gow said okay, she insisted they would have to pull
it at the ﬁorrow place and not Hopewell because she'd Dbe suspected
if they pulled it at Hopewell and there were a coupie of secrewy angles
at the Morrow place, There was a crackpot son who didn’t 1ike
Lindbergh ar any part of him and there was a airl, she s;id, whotd
been blackmailing Lindbergh, *I the snateh was pulled there, there
would be plenty of pepple bo suspect besides Gow,

That w.s okay,too, and the boys told Johnson that the cops would

probably work on him but that if he kept ©ils yap buttoned in spite of

hell, there was = 1limit to what they could do to him and thev wozld
2 J K



stir up something to help him out, something toe pull the cops off,
But that if he squawked, they'd see that he carricd most of the
evidence around his own neck and he8d find that that wasn't funny in
Jerseye. Gow saw it that way,t00y

| Evorything was set for March first and Gow wanted out when she
found out that the “indberghs were going to stay at Hopewell, She
got hold of Johnson mnd he got hold of EOINKFXENXXXX one of the boys
but Vannie Wduldn't okay a change., He was set,

There were four men in the car that went out on the snatch and
they were walting close by and had beene They'd been building up
a ;ood excuse for being where they were and doing the things they
were doing for weeks and people were used to secing them,

(g~ It's pretty important to name them, A~ I know it, Two of
therm are da;d, one of them is in stlr and only one of them i3 loose,.
Why name them ?  They just worked for somebody s=nd did = job., They
didn't kill any kid and they didn't intend to kill eny. They figured
the kid was golng backe The Emﬁiﬁpeople that ousht to be fried will
be named before I m through.)

(¢ = What zbout the ladder ? Who mzde it ¢ A = I den't know.
I never heard.e It wosn't important at all at the time, It was the
trial that mad: it impo;tant. The pictures mmkskkx slways rewinded
me of =z house painter's ladder., “ajbe they swiped it somewhere snd

~

maybe Johnson made it. ie was hendy with tools and he knew the lenght
of ladjer necded,}

The main thing about the ladder is that the bsby never ecame down
it. Phat 'a why I say that maybe Johnson msde 1t or somsbedy -~ though

I didn'tt know a hendy mzn with tools in the mob = because it wasnlt

the right lenght at all for Hopewell and mavybe it was built for the



Morrow place,

The boys had & cokie all steame’ up for the job of geoing up after
the baby. They had him primed with the ldea that he%d be the biggest
thing in the U¥. in tough society, You can only prime a purk like
that once,

The Gow dame was supposed to stick = flashlight in o jyg or some
thing in the nursery window when it was okay and lesave the buttéon
pressed down - then get herself an alibl. They moved in vwhen they
got the light but the ladder wad all wromg and the cokie busted it
trying to get it up. He never got as fur as the window sill, 4ll
he did was make & lot of noise that didn't bother anybody and they
had to walt a half an hour snd Gow, who;d been scares to death when
she heard the noise because zhe'd probably been afrafid of that, came
down and they made her bring th; baby out,

She took the note back up,toc, =md from what I heard, she dammed
near forzot to unlead if, 1t was a stall anyway but 1t used m y ides
of the postmark symbol, |

That kid went to Brooklyn in a boat and there wasn't o bit of
trouble. The kid was doped, of course, and couldn!t yip but it
wasn t hurtey They geve 1t a hair cut and took it to an old iPiSh
woma; that Vannle hed all steamed up with a story about the parentsg
being lsmister from the cops and the cops trying to use thelr love
for the kid to trap them. BShe kept thap kid plenty out of sight and
if she suspected anything before Vennie told her later, she Iknew how
to keep her mouth shut,tooe.

(A toQ =~ ¥No, Idon'tknow her name and never did, Ir I aig,

1 zight tell you or L might heve just seen that somsbody found out

during that {trisl)



Ag 1 said at the start, a smart cop could backtrack the story even
#now if he had gubs snd if he didn't care who got hurt and if he
was blg enough to get cooperation.ﬁ But there aren't any cops lile
that and it s eusi r to cook a Dutchman who happened to have some

~

dough he couldn't explain,

-

Q =- Do you think Haupbtmann wes one the men wio got Lindbergh's
money., one of the fellows you called 'dummies? ? A - No, He
wasn't the kind of guy that would ~ave connections, The best kind
of a dummy is one who has a bad rap hsnging over nim, He'll be
afraid to squawk even if' the cops grab him, P

Q - Why not name the men who planned the ransom sfbunt ¢ A = I don;t
know, I just have 1ideas, I've told you what I know about it.

Q - Do you think Condon told Higgins the truth % A- Maybe he did.
Maybe he didn't know who was working with him but he knew darned well
that 1f ther were pinched, they'd turn out to be people he knew,

How about Hauptmann's handwriti;g ? A~ They couldn't even make

what Dutchman write like the ransom notes in a New Ym;k police station,
Ir L could keep you writing all night, I'd get enough that I could

eut out and paste on paper letter by letter to prove you wrote the
notes. A handwriting expert can't be honest, If he hires out to

the side that loses the jury verdlct, 1t ruineg the value of his testimay
next time. The “ayntman verdict was a cinch before they ever swore
In a jurye.

Q - And vou don't think Hauptman wrote sny of the notes., A- I know
he d1dn't, I k&ow plenty about handwriting myself, but if L didn't,

I know ge didn_t write the first one. The man who wrobe that was
going by the name of Cohen when ne wrote 1t and he 1sn't golng by the

name of Cohen now but hefs written funny paper since snd he's not

alatmine nradit for anv of his jobs. Whv should he %



Q - What sbout “sidor Fisch ? A = Nerts., He was a sidewalk fence.
That kind of Jewboy will bake on hot money to peddle but he wont
stick his neck into a Jam. That ransom dough was unloaded fast

and the Putchman may be telling the truth, When Pisch found out

how bhot it was, he probably didn't went any of it on hime And if

he had anybody keep it, he wouldn't be dumb enough to tell them it
wag money or dumb enough to deliv;r it in a package that looked 1iks
money., But maybe he sold a parcel of it to Heuptman., I wouldn't
knowe _

@ = Have yu got any ideas -n the Violet Sharpe angle 7 A - How
could I unle=zs the Gow woman told the truth, ff there was a worman

at Morrow's with something on Lindbergh, maybe she was the woman,
Maybe sheﬁdidn't suicide,too, ff she did, wvhat happensd to the note.
Women leave them,

d - What did Johnson and Yow get out of it 2 A = Cash where they
could get it. Not much, but c¢ash. Ko ransom dough and no funny
payoffs, Cash in a bank vhere 1t would keep. They also got the
or-else. Nothing happened to them,

@ = It doesn't seem reaéonable that Johnson could keep from cracking
when the cops went after him the way they did at first A - T4 tsn't
reasonable that he would, He was tough and he'd get feverything!
once he cracksd. He knew the suspicion would be 1lifted o’ him guick

{f he held off. 't wasSe
q



Things worked out just about the vay they figured at first,
but the first big bust was Lindbergh's - when he let that ransom
note get around, Vannle got plenty fretted up when he found out
that some two bitters were going =fter cam beécause he wanted things
hot in Jersey and not =ny plece else == and when it percolated to
him later that somebody had mailed one of th- things from Brooklyn,
that was too celose to home snd he flgured the double cross;

Bhat he didn't figure = at least, I don't think he did = was
that a couple of monkkys with no particular brains might have hit on
an idea that was pressty close to the truth and were shadow boxing till
they found out,

But the blg noise was the dough that the Lindbergh blowoff was
costing the syndicate, Ovney Hadden went over to Hopewell several
times himself snd he telked to a lot of super-sieuths over trere who'd
been on his payrol: for years =nd who did everything but call him sif
when people weren't arcund. When he came back, he either had the
idea of just why the Lindbergh bsby wss snatched or he had sSome infore
mation that gave somebody brighter than Owney in the syndicate the
idea,

Anyway, the Curtis stuff started and that was the same lkind of
a stall as the Lindbergh kidnaprings, I don't know why the cops didn't
spot that or why even Lindbergh couldn't see it, Curtisf was on the
level as far ss he went, Eé thought he had something snd he really
talked to people, Kwexkmxddyx TEE VH OLE IDkA, OF CURSE, was
TO GLT THe COAST GUARD AND EVAIRYBOLY ELSE 70 WATCHING THE WATER
ROUTL AS CAREFUL.Y As THE COBS WuRb »ATCHING OUT IN JHRSEY,

And it worked out even better because the new gyndicate didntt
have the big payroil that the cother outfit hed, As I told you, ths

Feds busted them wide open.



Before that hsppened, Vannie Higuins was trying to get from
under. He wanted to stop what he d started. There were thres
angles - the bunch that stalled aréund down at Norfolk just long
enough to get a 1+t of attention, the bunch that wus twe bitting
for the fifty grend snd Higeins,

When that ransom dough was actually paid, the muggs that got
it tipped thelr hands that they were dide-lining under the gun with
Madden's bunche They sent Lindbergh and the inve stigation out on
-the water, ﬁiggins was no fool and he knew what the Norfolk smoke
was started for - and he Imew that Madden and the boys benhind him felt

Just the mame 2s he did about ransom moneys The percentage wonsn't

there for the risk. But some small shots down the line might take

a crack at it,

I think that Vannie ggins slipped up in not figuring the
two guys that I'm sure now were the ones who planmed the money shakedown
that Lindbergh fell for. He might still be alive if he figured it,
L don't xnow.

But Vannie figgins talked to cops and to the boys in the big
syndicate and a lot of other peonle about the Lindbergh kidnapring
and if you don't think he was smart, just try and find a single line
that shows thag anybody ever put the finger on him as having anything
to do with it.

When that dough was passed, he was wild, And he figured it
was the time fo smoke out the guys that chiseled in snd put the heat
on them, *¢ had to move carefully himself and not attract attention
but there ﬁas a chance that the cops would gradb the boys that got that
money if the pressure went on,

That's when he decided that there had o be a dead baby to fog

~
the detail, stop all the Norfolk smoke and send the chase down some



alley that wouldn't lead to him but that might have a bunch of
chlselers &t the énd of it.

But Vannle Mguins wasn't a baby killer,

He'd played Condon even before the ransom was pald. He could do
it witﬁout looking bad because he kxnew Condon weli., They were both
Uatholics and neither of them worked at 1t as hard as.they pretended,
Vennie Higgins had used Condon on several plays where a smart-stupid
front was needed and he wasn't kidded at all about the guy.

Condon was an old frulter who was willing to go inte anything
where his skin vwas safe and there s something on the line = the
kind of frishman who doesn't give a damn how crooked a thing is if he
can put 5 respectable name on it. Theresd s lot like him and a man
1ike that isn't fit to assoclate with pimps, But he had his uses,

Several OE those mystery trips he made before the douén was pas ed

and sveral after that, including one out on the sound, were made because

Vannie Higgins wanted to see him and insisted on 1t. Condon was just

a little bit scared of Hig: ins,.

b=t

But Condon swore that he was on the level in this case, s sald

that he knew that some of the boys who knew him from other jobs were
on the other end of,the line but that he didn’ﬁ know who they were and
he had to move very carefully because he didn?t know what they knew

o
gbout him nor who they were woriing for, He wasn't kidding himse lf
that he was picles beceuse an ad in the Home Hews. He put that in as
g gesture maybe and maybe because he hoped that it would be a reminder

to some people, if there was professlonal talent in the game, that he

was a good front,

“cvbe Condon told Vannie Higiine the truth and maybe Dondon doesntt

¥now yet who was in the deal -~ but il that's true, he knows that he *d

- —_

: . . . i
Ynow them from last experience if they were ever pinched. e knows



that the shake&down crowd knew just who they were dealing withe...

Ansi thet's why he shadow=-boxed so mich, He was afraid thet if
he mede = misi;ake and the boys were pinched because he made a mistake,
they'd just swear he was in on it all the time and take him right
along with him if they got the rape. And when he did all his stalling
about identifying Hauptmann, he was advertfising again and asking the
boys to let him know for God's sake what the angle waSee..

And the boys decided Yk, Toive Bbrplunen would do and the thing

might as well be wrapped upe So Condon delivered the milk again
end probably threw in a prayer for good measure., Nobody can say
that he hasn't played his part respectebly. He's so respectable thah
he stinks toﬁheaven. )

After tne dough went over the fence, Higgins didn’t believe that
fxu@oo Condon wes still dumb about who got it and éondon told him
about the box to sguare himself, Nobody was sap enough to vait in
a cemetery for money that het and flgure on tasking it out. Nobody
that was such a sap would cerry 1%t out in 2 box that the Tirst cop
that came along would want s look at., A erumb that mekes his living
by rolling drunks has more brains than that - and the punks that planrec
that shakedown were standing away wide and pulling the sftrings through
a couple of dummies,

Une of those guys that was clean as a whistle andt hat wouldn't
have looked bad if he'd been grabbed, a guy that had a goo& reason
for being where he waé, went through the cemetery that night and
gave Condon the all clear snd then the old man stalled long enough to

let that guy get clean to hell awey Ifrom there before any money vwas

o

passed and he sharowbozed Lindbergh and Tinally he went in with the

box -- when there wasn't a soul in that cemetery to be jemred up or

to jam him up.



AND HE DID WHAT THE DUMBEST COFPPER IN NEW YORK = OR EVEN JBZSEY e
SHOULD HAVE FLGURED WHEN SOME LAME PRAIN THOUGHT UP THAT BOX IDEA. HE
BURIED THAT BOX IN A SPOT THALl HAL BEEN PICKED OUT BEFORE HAND AND
THAT WAS ALL RmADY FOR HIM,

And he walked ocut of there with all that line of stuff that every
body has been going for ever since - except the guys who don't make
their living by being either bright or smart, but by figuring anglese
He gidnbt put his story over with Vannie Higgins $111 he eame clean
on that-box stuflf =~ and that added upe.

Lo gtill swore that he didnét lmow who got 1t and that he wasn't

: ]

getting any of the money himselfl. Higizins believed that about half =

WEY “aybe Condon didn!t = but irf he didan't, he lmew when he was gping
to get it and how. And the way he finall& did get it was so crude
that even now & cop with s day off on his hands ought to be able to
come un with a couple of questlons that the old gaffer couldntt |
angwer in a million yearS s,secs -

The whole thing was crude on the ransom end because the guys
behind it didn't know mich and n®ver did - except the double cross,

~

About the end of April, two Brooklyn dicks came close to cracking
the thing wide opene They had if in their hands for a few hours and
they just weren't big enough dicks to get anybody with brains to
ligten and they‘didn't have brains enough themselves to epprecilate
the fact that what tﬁey hed was trae. <+t was too damned big for them,

And the day after they ;;0t on the iine that was hot, one of
the lads that was in on the *“indbergh snatech had an April Fool joke
played on him and the Brooklyn cops didn't do any more masterminding.
Another of the lads got his talkin: and iis listening mixed less than
a week after that and he isn't around any more either, Vannle had

the decks pretty clean on his end ond he knew where he stood with



the boys who were left and who knew anythimg. For the most part, he
knew how tomake 1t safer for a man to go along with him than to do
snything else. And he was sick cf being horsed, He wantedthe heat
on the mugss who copped off the ransom dough,

So on the night of April fourth or fifth, he got a kid out of
a “rooklyn cemetery and that was the kid they found over a month later,
it went in on the grounds »f the “indbergh estate on the sixth or
seventh and plenty of people saw it - and nobody tumbled. They Aidn't
even turble when Hig.ins tried to make sure they'd find it. He did i
almost everything except o over there and lead thenm to it ~-- and
thatis just about what you have Lo do with a Jersey cop.

;'11 sey this for the Jersey cops, though, They didn't have their
hearts in their work, Hone of them knew when he might turn something
over snd find a guy under the chip who'd been pagying him dough. What
they were looking for from the start w;s p sucker that they could fit
the rap to --- and if "euptman had turned up in 1932, they couldn't
have rapped him like they did when thsy did get him. People were
55111 remembering things and they would have seen whers no lone Dutche-

finally
man could it neatly into a spot as big =s the one they Xximuxkm put

him on.
But while the body was lying over in Jersey with nobody discovering
it, the real bindbergh kid was on his way out of town. And Vaanie

Hig:sing handled that psrsonally. g let the old Trishwoman get fond

of the kid first and then he broke down and told her the truth. She

vas a uatholic,too, from a tough.irish neighborhood whers some of the

borys grew up into hoods but tried to get a prisst around when Lhey
cashed in thelr numbers, ang she'd never belisve that there was

anything wrong about Vannie 28 long as he was a good Yatnoiie - and

meybe she was right. There are points of view. Igve been wrong



myself.for twenty years as far as the law 1s concerned but I esn
walls down a street today and filgure that I8m a dammed sight better
than most of the people who will never smell a jail. Whether a guy
risks kisx falling into a big ocean to mskx put himself in the big
money or whether he risks falling into the can for it depends on how
his mindé works. A lot of minds didn't get the oil changed every
five hundred miles vwhen they were new :

Anway, Vernnie told this woman that the Lindberghs weren't the
kind of people who could give that kid anything but money and the kind
of Came that would turn his hesad. ?e told her that Lindbergh Wwas a
complete heel net add she already had her own idess ébout parents that
would leave a little kid for wonths while they banged around in an
alpplane in foreign places, ~nd his ace was that the Lindberghs didn'h
have any rellgion and that the kid deserved to be brought up as a
Catholice <That ;06 her and she took the kid out of town for two greand
on the line and an arrangement,

“avybe she was like Condon and uaybe the frisﬁ are iike that,
She pzot = good pious reason for doing what she wanted to do and she
did it. And she'll probably let the Dutchman cook axd tell hergelf
that he must have killed some baby because a baby was found and they
proved it on him. I don't know - but I!1ll bet she doesn't open her
mouth until she tells 2 priest aboui it on her death beds

Vannie Higgins?! luck wizs out, Mad<den and the others hed
been crowding in on him snd the stuff that e pullsd didn't work outb
quite rigzht, The baby!s body wasn't found fast enough and hmxyx

Lindbergh had pulled an awful bull when he lst it get out that he
had the numbers of the bills before he let some of thnem get spent

first. The muggs behind the shakedown fenced that dough fast snd got
out from under, gso Vannlel!s backfire with the kid's hody didntt do what



he figured, 1t didn't send a fast chase back along the trail of the
ransonm,.

The trail got pretty cold before there was any chawe and Lindbergh
was to blame for that ,too,. He w=s too busy Ltrying to keep the hush
hush on things at Engiéwood - and he was almost as bad as a Jersey
COD ?e wanted to see each chip before anybody turned it over because
he wes afraid that there!d be something under it that would prove he
wasn't a hero.....but Just a cheap mugg that came out of the overalls
on aﬂstroke of luck and then got suddenly t~o good for overalls,

Vannie w~as still a plenty big shot and a lot of people knew Lhat
there was a blowoff coming., Madden got out from under and took a
trip up the river that he didn't have to teke. He was a good tough
front but he wasn't missed a lot. The Syndicate could use him better
on ice for a while.

Murray Marks got caught on his way into town from City Island
and he got the works, And Vennie got his. \

Spitale and Bitz were with Vannie Hizmaing when he went to the
K of C thing that night just a 1itile over three months after the
Lindbergh snatcne And they had to lsave early vhich some people might
filgure was a lucky bresk for them. The papers sai+i that they were
on the spok,too,

Well, maybe. Ir they were, why didn't 1t ever cateh up with
them ? Legs Diamond ﬁut a lot of trust in those muggs,toco. Higgins
didn't go as far as he did with them and he may have been trying to
think ahead of them, “aybe,too, they were two young men trylng to
get along,

Anyway, the best part of the Lindbergh snatech story was rubhbed

out with Vannie ®igsins and he never touched a dime of ransom dough.



