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DELONG: Yell, let's start right 2% the beginning. ”a

2 7
L W W

were pleying bridge at my house -~ my wife snd I, end +he=fiITion

Byr&sr-who adill Hive-bhers., Ve iived down by =¥ leke Csornezie,

,Kﬂ.

Just sbout where the orew races end, toward Fingston. We steyed
up a iittle later than ususl, probebly srcund midn night, This wasg

the nizhd of Merch 1, 1932.
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DEIONG: Yes. 6 &cys 2 week, by the way, We finirched our

bridze game. fieft¢ and we were *ired. The %elsnhone

wes dovnsizirs in the hall snd my older davghter, vho was then a

our rather sleeny,
1it%le thing, came into th= bedroom/end eald That +he phone

o

had heen r‘nging and nging and ringing? Yell, any telephone
e
gall -4 ﬁfmh@~aiéq;v:a£ﬁ%%é night frightens you, so we #zE dached
down. T4 wes Femn Dosne, the niszhy olty editor of the Sum,
who said, "We have & report from police headguarters and i#fg
on. the *teletype, thet the Lindbergh baby has been Eldranped. ®
T s2id, "What?" He sald, *Yes. e don't have anything %5 zo
on beyond that, but can Tou get out there?t ¥ said, "OF course I
I wag gulite calm, and I wen® bsek up and +0ld my
wife she'd better go back 4o bed, and ghe raid, "Where are vnou

golng at this fime of night?" I said, “The Lindbergh baby's been
d
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o out o *the bouse,¥ She soi



you think you're gning alcohe, youlre Crazy.” I% was pretty
-1 e i » -
cold, and ¥ was dressing and che was getting ou* lesther petHi-

eoats and what nof, and methballs wers reiling all over *he
ficor. Ve finally go% curselwes ongs
is liable 0 be a pretty lonz night. Ve nigh% shop &% +the

Beitimore Lynch fen alli-night pecéauran® in ?fiaceﬁgg? and =k

& cun of goffee and 2 zandwlch, becausz I den't know when #his

bt

thingts going 4o end. cu're sure rou ant %o go%'  ind she

said, T certainly de,t

it S0 we were in there, and Bill-Esene, who used to
ot 'f".»(-a’}"' /17 }i-/f/ il 1‘“—' L /(1' gt L ¢

R A SO

Belt. T sald hello #o him and seked him 2 x couple of gues+tions,
and he s2id, "There's s cheuffeur here thmils getting § zallons
of enifee to feke our 4o *he Lindbergh house. I+'s Hanry
Breakéﬁriﬁgeis shauffeur,t Fenry Br‘ﬁpanridge wag Lindbergh's
atrorney. He'd been no%ified, and they'd fropped hin off &%

the housze and gen® +the ehauffesur over %o FPrinceton +wo ze¥ in 2

!

Tew sunnllieos. I guses thay Tizursed therstd Le store troopers

and conshebles and newepenermen, znd sverybody slse, which they

Were
T T [ i ;m-a/?.‘
“hen I got teiking %o Lisae , I ezld, "Skis i

T 3 i . . ]
lisble fo be pretty rusged coumtry out there, snd it might be

‘f

good o kunew some+Ming shout the surround uing teryitery.® well,d

he <8id, "T knew & Fallow +het'g done 2 lot o
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+there. Las

UJ

t year e got & 300-pound deer.® *Well,* I gaid,

" Ead
"maybe I ought to pick him Up g0 ¥e can get gut in +the woods
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gogether.® So we went down %o the hotel where he lived, down &<or
rhe oesnal berond Alexander Sfreet, and we eouldn'%:rouse anybody,
so we started out there. And I'm very glad that ¥rs, Delong was
accompanying me because I couldn't have found *he plage o save
my 1ifs. T heve no sense of logation. She hed been ocut %o call
on Anne Lindbergh and she knew the roed, and thatls 2 pretiy
tough plece to find., Tou go up this mountain road and right

into the :%JLm'Aaﬁqg moun+sing. it's the only house out %There,

If vou'ye seen pietures of 1% Trom the air.

Well, ¥we go% up there. XXA

i T would have thought you would have been in gquife

z hurry znd not bothersd %o stop by =t the Bal%.

DELONG: I would have been had I bheen on & morning nevsnaner,
but T knew that I hed until 10 efclogk %o finish my story i I
had %o.

“hen we go® sw% there, Lindbergh had gone out into

the woods.
o ' Were there nmany csars around?

DEIONG: No. Very few. Breckénridge was in the house and

i+ f-—é-z‘/x. -E’JJ--(,,_
+here wag one constable there, and’oneg or %wo ftate froopers.
Some of Fhem had secompanied Lindbergh into the weols. He'd

RS
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in eabing, who used %o o there on week-ends, thet kipnd of thing

A8

R Wag Mrs, Lindharch in ths house?

Delong: She wss in ths honge, bubt I did not sce her. But T
walked all around the oubside of the houss, znd seov vwhers the

iladder hed besn placed 8z2inst the houss balow the 08Ly's wine

9: What time wag the Zidnapping diseovered? Ag T remember,

thers was 2 governeszs or nurse there,

Deliongy A gbvarness, Bebty Gow, s hutler, Oliver ¥rateley and
big wife, Elsie. Nrs. Lindbergh last sew her child about 72230
énd Betty Gow sbout 8:00 P.i. Lindbergn had besn in New York,
but rebturned at 83130, and zat reading in the library,

o

8 Thls would be around 10130 or 12%

DeLong: ¥eo, Abont 10:00 ofecloeky 5o the kidnerping took plsce
betresn 8§ znd lﬁ-when Betty Gow, checking for the nicht, found
the babyv wag missing. ©Phe window was open; and ther looked outb
and saw the ladder. They didn't know what %0 <es S0 they notie
fisd the Hopewell police chief, Lgrry ¥olfe, and he, in turn,
vified the Shate police, and then they ealled lip. Breckinridge,

Thic woa wdohé at dha
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very Pirsht shtages. They'd only ¥nown about £tz an hour or SO.

ne Yhere wae Breckenridge?
DELONG: Breckeénridge was in New York and he drove down.
9z Were vou the first reporter there?
:Lf:\ e
DEIONG: Yes, I was. T had about a 50-mile start on them,

rou see. Everyﬁedy glse was tearing out frem New York, MNewark,
Trenton. e got there in prefly good time, excent for the %time
we took to zet s sandwich and a eup of coffee, snd *alk %o Coéh
for 10 minutes and take a2 1ittle jaunt down the rsad %o see 1Y
we gould find this fellow for a guide. I guess we orrived at

tha Lindbergh home between one and two o'clock, ¥®X probzbly nearer

one,
B ¥ou say you walked in the door?
PELONG: I drove through the gate, whieh was szbout half 2 pile
or so from the house, I didn't go in *he hause, I just walked
"’J"”’P"‘L’ St
around outeide. I saw the ladder, gkkme&1~e}im%e&fit”*ﬁﬁII“ﬁ‘i%—
;J.""‘Lrbt./l:“lf!‘ f-’ "*i-U\J’ "J’AL‘ ’/ngi «‘L( e -'4-‘

~apsrt, Ifve often sheugh?t mos¥ef the f*ngernrin+s on it were, m*ne,

The ladder was broken, by the way.

G ¥hat kind of ladder was it?
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DeLong: 4 erude wooden iadder, like I would make, I guess. It
didn'$ lock to me as if it had been made by s skilled carpenber,
sut I didn'% pay much stitentlon at the time, It was in three

sections, with btwo uprights and cross rungs, Jjust nailed boards.
Q% And thls went up to the secdond story?

Deliong: Yes.

Q2 Whet sbout the governessg?

DeLiong: I think she was further back in the house. The Linde
berghs would have been nesrer to the nursery at the time of the
kidnapping. So the nurse wes probably some little distance off,
She had been downstairs sewing, and talking with the Whatleleys.
She hadn't gone to bed. She had looked in on the baby sarlier,
~about § o'elock, and he was sleeplng. He seemed to be all righi,

althougn he had 2 little cold.
Q: So the kidnappling book place between eight and Hen?

DeLong: As far ag I know. It was hefors ten olelock, because
the nurse locked in arcund then,
Then we left. I thought we'd betier get back to Princeton

and get gsomething going. There was no plame to telephone,
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$here were farmphouses aneund thepey but obviously you didntt want
e bang around on doors snd wake pesple up. they hed one 11ttle
hotel but thelt wes folded up for the night, So I thought Itd do

petter if I went hzck to Princeton.

03 pid vou kry to find Tolongl 14ndpergh in the woods?
DELONG: Ho. I planned to come back. I was goling to *toke Bea
0,
[ it o X0 0

home and notify the offtice that Itd been out there and tell “him
what I had, and then arrange o get & talegrapher down zt the
veastern iUnicn office =0 *hat «<hen I came baek about 7 in the
morning I could start?§§§§§% and have somebody *here o Tile 1t
for me. - the 4glegrepher Was 1iving in %the eld Nassau Tavern, 2
waman, by the way.

so T called *he office and gave thenm a deserintion
~f *he terraln, and #he woods, and +hat kind of thing, which T
picked up from Bill Gc%h, who'd been out there, and did & xind

£ story on the wildness of this plaece. There were no oth er

o
nouses anyvhere nesr 1%, except *these shacks puh in the woods,

A B
and I haGn'% seen S ricraR -2

o 5id the Lindberghs move out to the Sour ALende

deliberstely, %o get away fram everyone?

DELONG: Yeg, They used %o 1ive in Princetcn for a while,

for BOME years gutside of pwinceton, and then they buill¥® thig
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house. For az gpell they were bothered by the public. He was
#3111 a hero, the man that had flown the Aflantlce firse®, and so
forth, He'd send his shirts %o %he laundry and *hey'd sheal
them zs souvenirs, znd that type of thing, and he wag ¥he kind
of man who liked %o be & 1little remots and I think she 1ike lt,
too. They weren't so Tar away they couldn't get in%o Princeton
ey drive %o Hew York. Itts only 9 miles from Princeton L
,u?gﬁﬂmiif, and they were about 2 or 3 miles bevond that.

4

Coming back thet night, ss we 1eft they were beginnling

%o arrive on this gountry road, Just 2 dirt road as vou
gan imagine. The firss car I encountered was one of *the news-
vregele, a crew of Tour, and %hey asked us if we would stop. They
said they'd 1like *o have a picture of gomebody on the road
coming the opposite direction. Sc we stopped, and *they sald,
flow, woulwe come %o a halt and youlve had a Sha*te ircoper ztop
you, see?t They had one in tow somewhere, so he held up his
hand znd stopped ws and they sald, "Deo you mind doling that over
sgain for the newsreel?® Sp we backed up and charged forward in
our li%¥%tle Ford, and the %trooper would hold up his hand and we'd
txwe jom on the brakes, snd theytd say, "Fine. Now jus® once
mors, " We d4id it sbout 3 times, and then we went on. I remember
a pheasant flsw ou% and hit the cer. IXEFHXY I didn't do any
daraze to %he cer, and I don't know that i% 4id %o the pheasant,

but i1t gives you an idea *that this was open coumntry.



Delong - 56

And so we ceme back ard I put in my esll fo the Sun,
T+ wag zetting on foward the dawn then. You could Just see the
first faint rays. Of course, this was & ¥Winher night. I trled
tn rouse *he Western Union onerafmr who ran the effles, and I
4%dn % have much luek, so I *old-&gzﬁ’ﬁoaqe *0 eall the Yestern
Unicn office from ¥ew York and put in =2 call for & sal &nd gek
nepr down there and get things organized, and I wented & direct
wire %o %he Sun because 1 had encugh *o file, Just color materisl

-- meeting Brecrgnridze's chauffeur and things *ha* T %old you

shnut. So I wrote x 1000 wordg or SO.

]
W
1]

Did vou have sny sense of par ticipating in history?

perently Bea did; she went with you.

DEIOWG: ¥ell, it wes more an adventure Tor her. &he likes
*ne* sort of thing. She lived ocut in the Wweet at one time. And
ahe was swfully helpful, of course. It would have been & hard
nlace to find.

ther I hed breskfast and, actually, I shaved. I
thought this was golng %o be & long g;%% I honeatly felt thet
+hey'd find the bsby ou% in the woods right awsy, bul anyway,

it weg guite 2 ghory in any language.

Gt Yvhy did you think *hey would £ind the baby?

DELOKG: T+ just seemed incredible to me. I HE* couldnt
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believe it. I don'% know why.

Qs 0f eourse, that's the way it turned ouf. They

didnt% find him, but he was close by.

DELLNG: Well, by the time I got cut there for the second
time, I wes set %o go through +he day. Evervbody was out +here.
Reporters from all over the place, photographere. Finally they

came out and teld us whst they knew, which was nothing.

ot tho were they?
DELONG: Breckénridge, Norman Schwartzkeol who was head of

the Btate pollce. Ve didn't *alk to Colonel Lindbergh or %o
Mrs. Lindbergh. Bu%t they simply gave us the details of whe %
G " ]
they knew up %o that time -- the Lindberghs pepe--pask, Betiy Gow,
PRV TS

ZH the nurse, -hed-—seen the baby. That's about all they sould

tell ug, Be%ty Gow was & Scotch nurse.

g Yhen 4id you return?
DELOWGE About 8 or § olcjock In the morning. I had Tiled

everything I hed up %o that time, and then I found it was esgier

te piek up what I had and go back %o Princefon and file there

fhan 1% vas to try %o get & phone in Flemington. There voutld
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hsve *to borrow a phone Trom gopeone iving in the tovwn, Juast
barge in and ssy, acgn T horrow vomrphone?? A& lo% of them &id
that; it was the only thing they could Geo. They only had one
+elegrapher 1n Feﬂe§:§L%&%— e was down a% the railroad statlen,
2 railvoszd *telegrsvher. They dién't heve a Postal Telegraph or

weghern Union offiee, S0 everybedy was Jammed up on that,

s 8, the scene was guite different on your second arrival.

DELONG: Yes., About 200 reporters, plus 211 the other
people. Vell, after #hst, as you probably know, +hey sort of
shrew a cordon around the place and wouldnt+ let the revor*ers
eome on %*he esha®e. ESo thers weent+® much use hanging sround.

They set up & press headgquarters in the gtefe Hhuse a* Trenton,

which

o]

¢ right zeross the street, First ve zoed %o go over %o
S+ste Poliee headquarters, which wsre on Stote Srreet in Trenton,

»wo or three times 2 desy and meet with Colonel Schwartzkeni or ——

24 What zbout *he FBI?
DELOEG: they @idn'% get into 1t a* thet time becaunse it

aidn'+ crogs 2 State line.

Wes +he Lindberzh case *he reagson for changlng the

isw?
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DRELOFG: Yez., A% that ftime, %hs penaldy Tor kidnanoing wag
a2 maximum of 14 years. As 2 result of this case %they ensched

the Lindbergh lzw, which mede 1% a mandatory ——

A% S0 the federal government was ot invelved in this,
It wvas all New Jersgey sta®e *rocpéh-v.

DELORG: That's correct, zt the outset. Later on, when they
began %o loock for the ransom bills and things of *the * sort,
the faderal people came in. One point on fthat. ¥hen they came
to the trisl, they esrtainly wanted %o give more than 16 years.
Thsy wanted %o glve the maximum sentence., A% that lipe in New
Jersey, thers was a statute that 1f death cccurg ag 2 result of
& major crime such as burglary, rsve, yeuzzaepx® the lury sould

bring in the maximun verdict -- desath. 4nd that's whe* began %o

3
[

work oult when fkeki they were preparing the indichtment azxeinst

It
i)

Hauptmann. Haupltmann vasnever ceonviched ofkidnavppingp he was
g
Pt S R

gonvieted of breeking and entering and-sieesing = baby's slseping

garmente., Death oeccurred gg & result, therefore they could charge
3 -

G -;I;_,f:r £ "Ev:'»«”
-. . {m—e?;-g& ‘ _q_mm 'ﬁenalf?'?.
0 8o this wag & legal technicali®ty they had fo rely on

DELONG: TYes., 7The Lindbergh statute shviousty vss gnacted
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sfter the Lindbergh kidnapping.

T T1d 1likete go back & minute to your flrst arrivel,

spd £he lzdder which you might hsve ween *he first person %o handle.

DRIONG: Tim sure others had seen i%, probably incal officials.
probably Lindbergh himself. I cerfzinly wes +he first reporter,

herd,

0 Could vor make any conelusglons 2bous the lsdder at

DELONG: 1+ geemed 4o me Fhat Thet was *ha mesng of entry.

T don'% know why yould lug 2 1ndder 11 *he wey up There 1f Fou
were going %o break in t+he bBack dcor. Ih's slways been a myetery
+o me how he ot that laddsr up there without being detecthed,
anless he'd built it, been up there nrevionsly andc staghed 1t away

11 *he woods scmewhere.

s veli, the next morning vou went back and found

erowdg of % reporiers,

DELONG: Renorters, pho fographers, newsreel, everything. There

3

W

weg no television in those d2¥s and very little radic, &8 & ma*tter

nf Fact,
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Qs anyway, whoever it was, Rreckgnridge or somecns,

same out and zave a bhulledin.

DELONG: thet's right., They teld us whawb they knew up to
that polnt, which wes nothing, other than the fact that the

baby wasg migsing.

i
Lx]

¥ell, would you 1like t0 resume your owWn chronological

secoount?

DELONG!: Yes, I think that would ke best.

a3 pid Bea eome with yYou on that second *ripn?

DELONG: She Jusi Hent‘gzgffhe first trip. Then I was assigned

to +*he cese and there wasn't much information, Well, they sald
there wae going %o b2 no spnformation given out at *he house.
They certainly degerved some privacy, without everybody mulling
aveund. So *hey set up a press room in the 3%ste Caplitol in
Trenton. They had a lieutenan¥® of the Statepolice there, and we
counld ask any guestions we wanted three times a day. Ve would
give our guesticons o the lientenant, really as often ag we wanted.
Tn the meantime, we were all running arc und on ¥k our

own investigations. People had idess. One %hing that I
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l{vj

srticularly resented wes that the radic reporters -—-— I gay,

vt

hey were pretty new and they weren't veryv experienced newsyapefmen -
found the baby every 15 minutes. You'd call up *the office and
they'd say, *The redio reported the baby's been found in — -

7 So you'd chase over there and find that this ves no
good.

Then we made our own investigehions. T *alked %o &

man in *he State ¥m=¥mr¥k institutions end agencies who seid
+there were some houses near there, and one ra‘ther gueer character

who might nosaibly be a suspect. Actually, it v + ¢ Tar Ifrom

& A Al

(£

agn'
where the baby wa%}f$éﬁai T+ was back in the woods, 2 fellow
+ha* nsed %o eome down week—-ends. He wasn't thers, so we juaﬁA
wen% through his house and looked eround, and found a shoigun
under his matiress, which sor® of infrigued us. VYe reported *hat

and go* out before he ceme in.
A Who was Ywe?h

BELONG: George Daves, of fthe Yorld-Telegram, sccompanied me.

We worked on thet gulite a Little while.
Then we were interviewing pecple in *thet wieirnity,
s gee wha+ther anybody had seen & car with a Izxxk ladder —- *he

usual *voe of investigedion. And the Sfate police had = big
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routvﬁrfhay kept talkihg about the "purple gang" in Detroit,

Ihis “as sort of a foll. I don'%t think +he “purple gang" in

Detroit knew anymore sbout 1% than I 4id, but 1%t was something

to play with and scmething %o report on, at leagt., ‘“They were

investiga*ting. And the State Pollee were all over +he vlaecs,
ACtually, the students of Princeton University formed

@ sort of hand-in-hand deal and conbed that vicinity back and

forth, to see if by any chance +he baby might have been bupfied

ouf there. All around the Hapeégéiéraa. They came pretty cloge

%o b where they eventually found +he baby.
Q1 Host of the student body here went down there %o do %hig?

BELONG: Yplunteered, Jjust as a Sort of a -~ they just held

hends and wen% through a field this way.

A4 When 6id you firet gee Colonel or ¥rs. Lindbergh?
DELONG: I ;ever s&w fthem. T don'#® +hink &nyvody else did,
1534 Pid you sge ther z+ +he trialy

BELONG: - 0h, of course. Every day. ‘They proiected ;hem, asg

I gay, by *hrowing a esrdon around +%he place so +*ha+ they =w could
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walt around the plsce =nd come in and ouf without* belng
interviewed or stopped. I den't think snyone §id interview
them. Lindbergh gsve ohe or two s4etements, &s Jou know, and
+he poliee Zave certalin statements abouk his movemen*e.

The Daby was found in Sepienber, 1934, From March
1, 1932 o BEXH September, 1934 was gulte an interval. The
thing finelly died put & 1ittle Dbi%, glthough there were ooh-
grant pumcrs and reporhs, and 21l kinds of crackpets were showing
up and gilving +ips and callling UD +he newgpeper offices and the
State nollice. The Lindberghs hed somebody right 2% +thelir house
+n *zlke these orackpo® eslls. A treglc thing. Terrible.

nne dsy 2% the Sun -—- by *his %ime, 2ome of *he

rengom bills had begun %0 show up -

fa% Did vou pursue the i1deas of your friend gt the Balt?

Did vou yourself eomb she hillg and *hese week-end co*tages?

DELONG: ph, we went out shere, but the Stake volice hed povered

+ha+ so thoroughly that 1t was pretyy well established +ha% there

Q

wee nothing ouk thers. of sourse, they guestioned evervbady *that
4!

1ived there. &s I say, There were not so many neople ouvd there

d
+ thet +ime of year, sarch. I think in the Spring they 20 cut

o

thers %o do a little hunting, thet Eind of thing, picnics.
As I atarted %0 sS&F, wuem +the federal weople, when

#hs pille began to shew up here snd there —-—



