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£yt That ransom no+te must heve been Full of clues.

DEIONG: ¥Well, itts the best they had, T +hinw.

A ¥ell then, days followed days and nothing hannenedy
DEIONG! Yhat happened finelly, ig *het s retired superintendent

of aghools in the Bronx, Dr. Condon, wen% into the Bronx Home

Hews, which is a paper with a cireulstion of shout 150,000
it L ]

un iIn the Bronx -
a9z Is he a#ill living?

DELONG: No. He was gulte 9ld *hen. He sald, ¥IVv11 give
£1,000 of my o¥n money %o see that child ves+ored *o its parentg,?
% - )

I,6 1like +o read & paragravh tha+ T wrote abou* Dr. Condan:

(%3
(s L I underctand correctly, the+ he Jus* out of & clear,

blue sky, volunteered +hig?

DEIONG: that's right. What T wro*e wag: g ﬁnﬁersﬁaﬁa D,
Condon, one must undsrstand his beekground.” Iz my oopinicn, he
wes & gresatly meligned ® men. You Lnew, 2ll o née of peoplez thought
he wa8 in on the deszl. FHe gew un in fhe Bronx when 1% was nostly
naghure 1and, at*ained *he rank of vrincinsl in *he New Vork

school gys+em, he raised ris family *here, and in latew years he
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became a characher known %o many and referred %o as 'the
grand old man! of *he Bronx. Every newspaper office has itg
friends, men and women who drop in to c¢hat or $o bring an itenm
of news, and who sort of have #he ron of the ¢ity roocm. D,
Gondeon was cne of these. He wasn't aversze o publicity. He
annsared 2 few nights after +he kidnapwving a4 *he office of the

th news

}J.

Bronx Fome Wews, a mublicztion dealing sxclusively =

of the Bronx, and he was well-known *here. One of the reporters
a8 gatherlng a symposium of opinicn by Bronx residents on the
Lindbergh kidnapping, a typlcael shinz, fThey do 1% gquite often,
He 2aid, ¥I%3 give $1000 Budkx of DY own monsy %o get that pghild

o1

#

b}
[¢]
I
.

=~

Well, %his stztement 2voeared in +the Bronx Honme News,

and subgeguently Dr. Condon recelved s mezss :ze asking him +o
S8erve as raneom intermediary, and sugzesting that he insert gz
small notice in *he same nevspaper if he sccephed. Now, %his
led %o the series of ”Jafj%ie“ notag, +he Ja:gSie being J.¥.¢.,

hig ini+isls.

Qe How weg *the first messaze transnmitted # him?
DELONG; He rescelvad & latter through the mails. Then, ss

I reeall, he inserted an ad in answer. There were severzl of
these J??ﬁs*n notes, fThere was never in ny mint anyithing

mystifying sbout +he selec+ion of De. Cendeon as the ransom

negotiator. He wag well-known in the Bronx +o perscns of 211
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glssses, snd Houptmann, presumably & reazder of #he Bronx Home

Mews, hed lived in +het borough a* that time for 9 years,
Condon was eidsérly and Jjocular end had & reputation for kindliness,.
He was Enown %o he & man of his word. He was 72 yezrs old, and
he gould net rom or grapple with & younger man, although he 7as
robust and in exeellent health. He wes en idesl intermedlary for
Haup*mann's porpose. Yhere could Hauptmann have found a betrker
sne? If some of %he Ja%{gie stories meem %o ¥ conflict, it mue}
be remembered that so 4id +he stories which Hauptmann +eld him.
Firs+, Hauptmann szid he was alone. Then he insisfed
there were 5 persons in the geng of which he was axmewker *the
number twe man. I+ was zt Je{fgie's ingigtence *he* only £50,000
of ransom bills was paid, instead of 70, as Heuptmann demanded
subsequently. 4%t t*he time the rancom was paid, Colonel Lind-
bergh had an a2dditicnal %20,000 in his sutomebile while he wai%ed

for Dr. Condon *o conduct the negotiations. For months the

o

police *trziled Ja@f%'e, =nd during the perioed of *he rgnsom ne-

gotiaﬁidns, Celonel Breckdnridpe 1lived in ¥he Conden home.
Through all of his preliminary negotlations, Condon advised with
Golonel Lindbergh and +the police. He was guestioned aftervards

an four gemnerats

i
@

ccaslons, and once Tor 10 gnlid hours. His
entire past 1ife was investigsted. Nothing was ever found +ha
might reflect or his reputsticn. Subseguently, criticism was
levelled &% him for embarking con a lecture hour %o +talk on

crime conditiong and for prepering 2 series of 10 articles dealing
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with +¢he Lindbergh eése for a megazine, but here agaln, one
senses only a desire for thespotlight., There were reports
that Colonel Lindbergh los+ fzith in him after the *trizl, but
1% Jus* was not trus., FHe %old his story under oath an the
witness stand, and tgaﬁ gtory stands., If there should be any
~change in 1%, Golonei?gﬁggartzkopf, who wag & West eoint
graduste and = man of outsianding intelleet, integrity, said
that he would be the first to intercede in Heuplmann's behalf.
There never has been any change in that, and it's my honeg®
belief there never will be one.

If nhe had not taken the s%and, Hauptmamn still;, in
my spinion, would have been convlcted,

¥ell, %these bills were beglnning to show up here

and there.

Q: There's 2 gap I would 1ike you to £ill in. The
. rensom nobe was left on the windowsill. T understend now how
Gondon go* into the act. I don't ¥know how the mifux actusl

transaetlion took nlszce, or hovw scon a&fPer the kidnapping, or wherse.

e

EIDNG: ¥ell, the orizinsl note had =aid you'll hear in 2=&
davg. They had not heard anything, and i% was during thls
veriod when they were s%1ll anxiously walting and Lindbergh was
giving sta*ements %o fthe press tha¥t he was wllling To meet the
%8¥ demznds, a2nd so forth, but there was no word frem the kid-

napper. So it was after Oondon had gone %o the Bronx Home News

and inserted his 1i%tle ad that he regeivad the lefter from
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Hamptmann, as it fturned ocut, suggesting that the ransom be

}1’ j(( M’—":r-(':_ At _g_.‘{
brough®t by Dr. Condon %o -Mszee:r

Gemetary in the Bronxz
and “hat it be thrown over the cemetary wall, and thet if
Conden no*ified the police or Lindbergh or snyone else con-

nected, it would jJecpardize ths baby's 1ife.

AN Were theege sormunications from Hzuptwenn by letter?
R T 5«(
DEINNG: £11 tetters, althousgh UHQKUQ by ﬁelewhone which

hay couidntt trsce and that & cast some doubt as fo whether
*here woe someone else in the aet. The molice contended that
he *televheoned from a speakezsy. It was revorfed thef =2 velee
geid, *Youl're talking %oo much.“ The nelice sgeid thet ¥this was
& very noisy place snd that cgomebody &t the bar wae telking to

somebody else. He wasn't talking fo Hauptmann, and 1% didnlt

mean thsa

{"J

+ there were five of %hem standing srcund the vthore
booth, zlthough thet 4id cause some speculatlcon a8 %o whether

he hed gonfedsrstes. I fthink the police &iscclinted thet.

5H “het wes Lindberghts sttifude sbout all of this?
DEIONG: ¥ell, ag I say, Breckdnridge was 1lving in fondontsa

house z2nd was in very close *ouch with him, and was guiding hi

as %o what in do.

e were there further agsursznees zbout the baby?
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DEIDHG: T don't have the letters or copies of them. Yes,
there were assurances that the baby was in fgute hands* and
safe, and would be delivered. You mush remexber the+ in the
meantime there were ofher erackpot letters. Lindbergh %cok a
vlane and went up to.;h@—Gapéfgo meet a boet where he thought
thers was & rendezvous and the beby would be delivered there,
There were other things going on, but thig was the xayx best
bet they had. OFf course, they brought in handwriting experts
and the subje¢t of whether *he Jaqf%ie notes vere in the zeame
handwriting as the original, so they felt they were dealing with

*the msn who had left the note in the Lindbergh home,

2 H Did Lindbergh follow up many lezds nersonzlly?
DELDTG: He was In %ouech xx through Breckenridge, hig sftforney.

He wag cerfainly up there the night the bills were delivered.
As I sald, he sat in the car with extra ransom in case this man
wasnt® sphigfled with the $50,00G6. Gondon conld heve gone back
somevwhere -~ I don't know i how they ware goinz %o work that

one cut. He was a couple of bloekes away,

2

L

.

3 Chronologically welve rezghed the neint vwhere the

[%

bills were delivered. How long was ¥rig zffter ths kidnepping?

5 : ; R
Flonsmpg oy 2% dhg o acli 3y f g e
Lredven i S i b L. . »;,aiu zt it

DELONG; A month er ses ,
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Al rid Condon, Lindbergh, apd Breckénridge all 2o
2o the rendezvous where the Tanson money was delivered?
DRIONG: T don'% think Breckénrldge was *here, GCondon

went under his cwn gteam, and Lindbergh was around ¥he corner,
"rf; -’,‘. E? ,7 _u,_ R, ,,A\’), |
““AV\-

a e&aﬁ%e«efubleg+s-auay, not close enough to frighten this man
off. fondon went %o the wall, and +the man came ouk., He was
obvisusly 2 rather %all man and he wore a mask. As I say,
Gondonte sight wae not too good, 1% was piteh dark -- around
10 or 11 at night, I guess.

01 Was the cemetary close %o Gondon's houge or %o

vhere Hzuptmann was 1iving 2t this time?

DELONG: oh, I don't think 1% was picked for that reason.
I+ was picked because s+ wag rather remo¥s. they both lived

spn +he Bronx, but the BronX is a pretty blg borough.

&2
e

During these weeks, and subsequent weeks and months,

aid yeu falk %o gondon?

DEIORE: T +s1lked %o his son, who wes & pretty well known
1awyer dewntown. T #alked to many people thaf 4id ¥now hin

guite well, particularly reporters on Yhe ZronxX Home News, who

ere ?erfeetly willing %c tell anytking thay knew.



Delong -73

They desired to keep Condon sway from ¥the vress,
you know. ¥Fhey didn'% wont a lot of Teliows sitting on his
dooretsp every night <- the pelice, and the Lindbergha, :nd the

other officlals involved. You see, 211 of %his didn'+% come
cut untll somevhat Jater. This was & negotistion that went
on unknown %o ahyone but Breckénridge, Lindbergh, 2nd one or
two Stete police offieials. I think one of the things tha %
really breke this case was the faet that when +hey gy go¥ the
rangom Bills from 2 bank, they were all gnld notee. Gold nokes
“hed been recallied, you Tnow. And they were serially numbhered,

They had a recerd of everv serial namber,

#3

How did Lindbergh arrsnge to gst *he £50,000%

DEIONG ;‘@ I *hink he eould have afforded *hak. Ur, ¥orrow
i

¥,
was a haﬁkhnﬁasidﬁl3'aﬁd'ﬁindbergh had funde of his own. He'd

written a book, Lindpergh Filies ALlone, whieh was very nrofitable;

he'd had various business fransactions; and I *hink he was &

-

iregtor of Pan-Americen, He was in ro financial straits.

(2]

S

:50,000 would be tough Tor anyody, even if he had 1%, but ¥

dentt think he ked +o borrow it.

4 How d1¢ he happen fc have Breckéaridge as hig

attorney ?
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DELOWRG: well, I've known Breckénridge fhrough the years
and T csnt+ *hink of znybody vho would heve been betfer. Hetg
certsinly very pmersonsgble. He waan't engazed fpr *his particular

o -- he'd heen Lingébergh'e attorney.

]

as Sc ¥r, Ucnden zets out of +he car 2nd “oeses the

no*es pver the stons wall in the cemefary %o » ra+thar %21l man

5-'-1.-:1'.6 3’*‘;{}: %3 t L 3 ?igﬁﬁ L3 {1-’ 1?‘ ;:_;' :/',,.j:’/‘ ';‘f.' < 4 53 (/’ ,r‘f;}; 1 R 'J; ,:i(‘.

PFoah  toe P KOs Fal ",,: e (/r” Ls FAiee G [ -"‘J P ILJ Migz, o 5
2 [Jg e

a3 Then what hanppened?

DELONE: Nothing hanpened. Therse was no communlcatlon.

JaPfsis wrote two or three notes, these perscnal &ds in the
§

Bronx Home News, "%hy haven't I hesrd from you?? "When are

von geing to geh in fouch with met! “When sre vou going %o

daliver +he babr? We've carrizd sub nur side.”

And there were no answers %o thst?

&9

DEIONG: No.
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o A3 I rseall, *he hazby was dezd before ths ransom

v -
JPL!

DEINNG: I think 1% was x1lled the firsgh night,

as: Wag there evidsnce of murder?

DELONG: Well, thig is a Bit gruesome, bu% when %the beby

wes found there wasn!s much lefd but Just a littls skeleton.
There had been sveculation thet fthe kidnanvner fell from the

ladder and that he might have hit nlz head on %he ladder or

4]
—t-
[}
3
3

senens

[

something of *h Ae T asy, he didn't f2ll 4

By

because thore wss nothing but mud zround the base of the ladder,

e could have dropped the Daby in Wiz excitemsnt,

Q: So nebedy realily knows how the baby died?

DEIDNG: They think the baby vas killed by Haupirmann,

A} And since Thebedy wes found so nuech later, ittg
hard %o %211 how thig se¥ wos done.

DELONTG: Tea., You couldn't %eil from *he remalns. I% could

en smotlered. There seemed %o be no damages %o %he skull.

ey
eyl
1
@
[n
1)
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Qs Were these gerislnofes deliberately planned?

DELONG: ¥Yes. BSe when they began %o go inte elireulation,
in the course of the next year or year and a2 half, *they had a
recerd of whiech ones were going to show up, and how many were
%111 out.

Ttd like % bring in the F.B.I. now. The F.B.I.
came dovm %o the Zun and asked %o speak %o the man designeted
by the SBun %o deel with them . I was ssgigned. They did this
with all the o*her newspapers, and *hey %ook us wp %o *their
haadquarters. They had a chart gn *he well, a great map of
the 5 boroughs of Hew York €iky. They had a serles of plns,
some had a yellow head, some had a blue head, and some had 2
red head, for the different denominatioms of #20, #10, and $5.
&nd as the notes would show up, 2%t 2 movie house or a grocery
store, or wherever these XE places d41d their banking -- 2ll the
bankers were alerted, the tellers, %o look for gold notes.
Bvery now and then, one of the notes would appesr, and when 1%
Gid they would put the location of the store on the map with a pin.
THHAUNEY¥ At first the pins vere spread out. Ve wvere sworn %o
gtrict seerecy, and nobody would have violated that eonfidenecs,
of course. Probsbhly 40 newspapermen knew about ¥thig,

A% Pirgt they'd find one *urning up in S*sten Ialand,
Brooklyn, or the BronxX. Over a peried of a2 year, perhens, more

and more of theese netes secemed %o have beeu cashed in the

Vorkville section of Manhattan, That's ¥ un around 86%th Street
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end York Avenus, through there. Towards the end they had
7.B.I. nen all over that ares. They had them sweepling out
stores, janitors, and everybody. Finally, %the thing heppenedx
+hat *+hey hoped would happen.

ope of thess bills was cashed in a rilling station
int the Bronx, and *he filliag—sﬁaflghAA::ééééﬁkr;égigégg¥'
enough %o Just d&m Jot down the license number on *he back of
1%, ¥He wes oub in ¥the car %o fill i%. Heretofere, held just
walked in. Ineldentally, people just eouldn’t remember who'd
coshed a $10 or &5 bill, but they coulé get some deseriptions.
Ane was ezshed in a movie house in Greenwich ¥illage. They did
get en srtist, and they had & compasite photograph meds, an
artigtls sketch of what this guy iooked 1ike., Actually, 1%
wagn't so far from his actual appearanee.

Fiﬂally, +he day came when %his note showed up and

- {m; Ay .‘;_.A’l‘;’_-—

ﬂe—iéiiaw wrate ‘bﬂ license pumber, on-the-back— TF g0t Yo the
hank, and the teller was smert, and ?hev went right up there

f\ P 1’ ;

to the f1lling station and asked thiefellow if he & gent the
note in. He sald, “Yes, heia Jotted down the number.® Sorry
T can'% vemember his neme, Then they went %o Houptmann's house

snd they trziled him for several days.

Qs Bp %o this point they hed net thought of a human

being known g8 Bruno Richard Hauptmenn &8 the man ?
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Deliong: UWo. But of course they had gone to the Hpotor Vehiele
Bureau and found out who had this license pumber. That's how
they got the name and the house, and they had %the house under
surveillance for several days. And youw can bet your life that
Hauptmann didn't go asnywhere that they weren't following him at g
distance.

Tha?still wanted %o find out 1r he had a confederate, you sse.
There were two cars, in each car an ¥.B.I; man, a State troopsr,

and an officer from New York (lty, trailing him ss he drdéve south
in the Bronx from his frame house on 222nd Street, When Hsuptmann
sloweé down while driving south in the Bronx, it was jco much for
Detective Willlam Wallace of New York'!s Tlnest., EHe jumped osut

and made the pinmech, thereby killing the act, 1f you want $o pub

it that way., The F.3.I. and the Jersey State trcopers were furiocus.
Wallsce zobt the credit for the arrest and labter his superior, Lieu
tenant Jlmmy ¥Finn, wrote srtlcles for Liberty megazine %taking the

oows for New York.

@: Hauptmann went thwough 8 red light?
Delong: No. He just stopped near a red light,
@t Well, what excuse did Wallace glve?

DeLong: He just mads up hls mind, He couldn't stand it any longer,

I gusess. Terrible thing to doy I think,
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He was not very popular with the FP.B.I., or with_
Colonel Sehwarktzkopf and the Staie police, vho had spent about

three years vorking on i4%.

Q1 Well, 1t'g my impression, Just reading ¥he storles
in the Sun, *he¥ i%* was the F.B.I. who ecracked the case, Just

onn the serisl nunbers.

DELONG: I think they d41d4. An ineredible smoun® of work
went into *his +hing, running down 211 these bills. T don't
know how many were cashed in %oto, but _quite a number. _ YThe

ping began %e look pretky thick en thet mep, after sbout 2 yesar,

Qe Was that seerst well kept by the newspapermen?
DELONG: Abgolutely. Nobody sver %old.
e It was & rather risky ¥thing %o do. I wonder why

they 8id 1%%

DELONRG: I think they were afrald thet some newspaperman
would have some gontact with somebedy, and he'd grab fhk the
thing znd run 2 story thst %the ransom bills were turning up,

and that that might frighten Hauptmann off,
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a3 I'd 1ike %o 28k about *he role of *hs newspapers,
The baby hzd not been refurned, his body had not bheen found,
Seleet newgparermen had aprarently teen briefed on the serial
numbers on the notes. DPuring these two years, had the story

feded away?

DELNYNG: - 1 haven't mentioned one faet, By this Time they
had found the baby, outside of Hopewell. That was long befors
Hauptmann's arrest, in the foring. I% was after %The vangem

had been pald.

ar “he kidnapping wae the lst of Mareh, and the ransom
wag paid roughly a month later, and ¥hen the beby's body was

Pound a month or se after thet, I gather. ¥he found 47

df{{ L7 .
DELONG: it waa found by & celored man named ¥illizmg, vho
b

wag driving s truek foward Hop&é%é{ net far from the 1little
Frigaapt igas. el 17
town of ¥omtrea®, which 1s between Pringeton and Hopefix| He'd
gotten osut to me¥ix relieve himself?, frankly, 2ad he stepred
about 20 feet into the woods. He came rushing ocut of *he woods
and said he'd found this skeleton. T know 1% was in the Bpring
because %here had been a2 *haw and a Pew viyulets that had
waghed up what was aproarently & very shallow grave. I% wasn't
the whole body, but enough of him %o ragognize something, and
ne was smark enough To think fthet maybe +his could be the

Lindbergh haby.
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Anywey, he knew it was a2 haby,sn he stopped and

pzlled up the Skade polies. And *hey came out and Tound *he

shkeleton.
¥ Had +that area bsen searched?
DELONG: I think it might have been. They wowld havse come

avfully close to i%. I don'® know that they walked right over
+hig particular place. They were doing this in winter, of
course, when the ground was frozen, bui eapparently it had been
Just scooped out and the.baby placed *here. It still had the
sleeping garment on. That was one of the means of identificatlon.
There were two means of identification. ‘the child
had two overlapping toes. You know, sometimes the little f%oe
overlens +he next one. Thls wag 2 little unusual in thet_the
two toes overlapped a third tee. 4And *the sleeping gzarment had
gome thresd which Betty CGowls mothsr had sent from Scotland,
apd she hzd done come work on *he wollar with £%. Than, of
gourse, they sen% some samples of the halr to *he lshorsiories
and Anne Lindbergh had a loek of the baby's halr in a locked,
and they eompsred i%t. Alfogether, they established the ldentifi-

eation that way.

a1 Well, now 1let's go baék to this guestion of the

rolie of the journalisits in covering the esase after tht,
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DEIONG: Well, 3% eeased %o become & Fronf-page sicery evary

day. Now and again semething would develop znd evarybody would
shese out and ey %o get 1%, but mx obvinusly we Wereé sSworn to

shout ¥he real gearch Ffor the bills, sc¢ There

wesntt & zreet deal to write about every dsy.

it Yho were the newspspermen whe were involived in this

csoracy? Were they &11 New York correspondsnhs?

DRIONG: T +hink wvou had the Agscclsted Press and the

Bnited Tress, and probasbly the Hewsrk Mews., The resi were

newspapermen in Yev York. 4As I reesll, there weren't fioo many
of them. Eech newsparver sent gne representetive, cleared by
+he mansging editor of course.
¥ell, thinge had em*e*gd down on the Lindbergh

front, 28 it ware. Gov erﬂa#i?iééﬁ: later Sgnstor Green, came
sut with the stcory thet® they were Theving & red revelt in
Woonsoccketf, Fhode Island, Thaf had hed 2 pretty rough time up
there and Tinally the Sovernor callsd owt the Hational Guard.,
smembers of the HNational Gusrd wers mostly from the

m 1s =nd they 211 played con *the same ball team, and 1%
g0t %o be great fun to say, "How let's beat up the National
Guard fonigh%.* So they'd come down and they'd charge back
ernd forih., (ne dsv the Na*tional Guard opened fire and Yhey

%illad a couple of fellowas. Then the orgenizersg of this strike



