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g0, of stealing a purse in Vancouver, of knowing the man 'John'
with whom he dealt, and finally of sharing the ransom and heliping
to plan the kidnspping. Tears streamed down his face zll afterncon
&8 he protested his irnocence. TIn the end his questionsrs shook
his hand, and told him they were convinced he had told the truth.
"Another astonishing bit of informatiom was that some
dirt csked inbetween the rumgs and parts of the ladder were sent to

E2 21

the Bureau of Standards in Washington for analysis. This was not
New Jersey dirt, but came, claimed Sehwartzkopf, from a state some
Gistance off. This leads the police to believe the ladder was made
in that state. He said it was rot Massachusetts {in response to a
question) but would answer no further questions on that seore,

‘I guestioned him 2% some length about whaix Betty
Gow and the reasons for eliminating her from the investigation,
He s2id that originally they suspecred her of having had sexusl
relations with Red Johnson, but that she volunteered tc g0 to a
doctor to kaxr have her virginity determined. Every line of
ilnquiry was exhausted. Scotland Yard made a thorough report, check-
ing the earlier years of her life. Major Schoeffell made a further
e¢heck while he was in England. BReports that she had been in Canada,
on the west coast, ete.,, were run Gown.

While .

"1EXX the Lindberghs were iz Japan, Betty Gow had

complete charge of the baby for six wesks,! Schwartzkopf said,

'The baby gained in weight, ete., under her care. She would heve

hzd & much easier time arranging for the kidnapping in that intevval,
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48 has heen stated, she was devoted to the ehild.!

"1 have always regarded Betty Gow as being thoroughly
sirewd and alert. Schwartzkopf described her as being pretty duanb,
unimaginative, almost bovine. Good and healthy but not much gray
matter.

"The police are turning back now to the very begluning,
They're taking the first reports and checking them carefully to zee
if anything was neglected or overlooked. I suggested there might
be a stery in this, but Schwartzkopf said this was the first chance
they had had to work without a lot of reporters on their neck and
not %o bring them back by printing a story. I agreed he was
probably right.

"It might interest 4% you that Mr. Ochs of the Times
protested te Breckinridge, and that protests aiso were ledged with
Schwartzkopf against the actions of damison, the local Trenton
man for the Associated Press. It was discovered that Lieutenant
Sweeney of the Newark police -- the senior officer of the Newark
force stationed at the Lindbergh house -- was REREZERRIEE receiving
$60 a week from the Associated Press fer acting as their informer,
Jamison wss getving the informsiion from him. Ochs protested
seriously and one of the Hearst men expressed a willingness to
bestify that he saw Jamison count the monesy. Schwartzkopf ordersd
Sweeney away from the headguarters snd sent him back to Newark.

He is undecided yet whether %o Press charges before the Commissiocner

af Publicrsafety in Newark, bubt has about decided not to.
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"Jamison was the man who sent cubt the first bulletin
on the finding of the body. He called Governor Mcore at his home
in Jersey City. Schwartzkopf had just teld ¥Neore that he was sum-
moning reporters to give ocut the news, HMeore balled things up im
some wanner and let it leak irn =zdvance.

*Later Jamison was discovered hiding behind & desk
in the atborney general's office in Trenton during a conference
to determine what sharges they could hold John Hughes Curbis on.
He promised rot te disclose what he had heard, but later ciimbed
down a fire ®x escape and telephoned. They had irtended that he
remain in an inrer office, a2nd he had promised to 4o so untit after
the conference when all the reporters were to be allowed in; The
others were walting in the hall. Jamiscn begged not fo be thrown
out on the grounds that it wouléd be humiliating.

"Since I was znot om the story on these two occaslions
I have no personal grudge against Jamison. Am simply passing it

along for what it's worth.?

The fellowing Qocument is the fourth deocument I

mentioned ezrlier. This is not confidential but I think it of

[
(XN

great interest irn the whole history of journalism. Thig is the

word count on the Hauptmann tria) as far sg The New York Sun is

concefned,
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This document was prepared by ¥Mr. Helisner, who
'l’ L,i--/\(iyi 1 et ‘uz':. !La_,f‘,‘/ti

was nanager of the New Tork Sun*at that tlme aﬁd his tabulatiom

is dated February 18, 1635. In my own opinion, the words sent by
and Tranton
telegrapn Trom Flemington/to New York for one paper slone, are astonishi

Date ~ Day Night Zetal
1/2/ 8,920 - 8,920
/3 12,176 - 12,176
1/% 11,931 1,255 13,186
/5 2,780 FO— 2,780
1/6 R 703 703
1/7 11,832 - .- - 11,832
1/8 11,896 - 11,896
1/9 10,968 . 10,968
1/10 11,850 o 11,850
1/11 11,156 2,448 13,604
1/12 3,670 o o o ' 3,670
1/13 .- 1,787 1,787
1/14 11,630 | 1,464 13,004
L/15 9,544 - - - 9,544
1/16 5,224 110 9,338
1/17 14,723 1,055 15,778
1/18 13,455 1,925 15,380
1719 695 - - - - 695

1/20 - - - - - - - m
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Date Day

2/14 g,591
2/15 3,664
2/16 2,900

Attached Lo tnis

pazes of rough notes taken
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Total
10,896
3,564

2,900 (Flemington
and Trenton)

L0, 180

interview will be approximately

day by day by Mr. Delong during

interview will hLe g
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Edmund Del.ong by Frank Rounds, Jr.
Interview ¥o. 3 February 28, 1962
Wl At the end of our iast interview, you mentioned that

you nad been called down from the Elioth Spegr (¥ murder at

the Mount Herm%nKQ?Tlgchool because Bruno EBichard Hesuptmann

had heen arrested. You also described your most xisk vivid
memory of the trial. I would like to pick up from your arrival
back in New York {rom Mount Herm@n or from exactly what happened

whnen you first reeeived this word.

DELONG: That will be fine, I got ocut of the Mount Herman
school about as fast as I could go, Everyvedy 4id. 1 had a
handful of notes and I was btelephoning some information to
the paper and they said, "You might as xxiz well come on back.

They've arrested Brune Bichard Hauptmann.
Gz Do you remember what time of day this was?

DELONG: Yes. It was around noon, September 20, 1934.

-

Q: How long had you bsen up at HMount Herm%n trying te

sclve that serious matter?

DELONG: I'd been up there four or five days but there wasn's

much of a solubion because the scheool d4id not want $t0 have much
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of an investigstion. Dr.-Speérs father, as you probably

know, was secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Migsions and he stated flatly that although his son had been
murdered he did not wish to take zmother 1ife, He was rather
reluctant to go ahead with the investigation. The districk
attorney was also the attorney for the school, and was SO guided.

And most of the clues were —--

Q: I guess the dean of the school wasn't very interested

in your staying there, either.

DELONG: Ko, he wasn't. We stayed at an inn up there --

beautiful spot.
Q1 Were both of the Spe%r men Princeton?

DELONG:  The son was the class of '20, Eﬂiot&%pé%r. I don't

know about the father. He might have been.

¢ &
L4
L -

. s P - ;

Q: Iive been interview Dr. Fwece , the former head-
. s e

mester of Andover, and he's doing a pilece on the Spegr murder

for Americen Heritsge. He knew both father and som and it was

his impression that both were Princeton men,

DELONG: I wouldn't be surprised. Of course, the elder Dr,

£
Spegr was guite elderiy. It was a curious thing. MNrs. Speg%'s
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varents were there. Wrs, Spe;f was 111, and after dinner
the parents went up to jein their daughter in the bedroom.
Eﬁiot Spgﬁr went into his study, sat down and was doing some
work when he was shot,

-~
Q: Dr. é;§¥§f¥?} said he went over to a bookcase to get
a book, and at that moment he was shot. He didan't know what
the book was. He was very impressed by Spegb. He fels hé

had a great fubture and was doing a lot for likeral arts.

DELOHG: I think he was a fine educator, very dedicated,

extremnaly high elass.

Qs Anyway, you were on the telephone around noon.

DELONG:  Yes, I telepnoned the New York Sun tﬁ telll them

that 1 nad one or two pieces of mum minubtiae that we could

add to the story, but that it was pretty hard going because

nothing was being handed out by the prosscutor or the school.
One rather curious thing I've always wondered about

--'Ellio%%Spe%r had a loaded revolver in his desk drawer, whigh

would indicate that he might have been anticipating something.

He was shot with a 12 gauge shotgun. Another thing I've often

wondered about -~ they had a watchdog who didn't bark and wasn't

at all excited. He must have seen whoever committed the murder,

and it would indicate that perhaps the dog knew the murderer.
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)f Lo d, A

AR I gathered from Spreigerst{2}-interview, particularly
the circumstantial evidence of the missing bock from the
Iibrary, a book on school murders which had been taken oub by
the dean. Well, our concern is net with that, but with the

Lingbergh murder, and you wers on the telephone,

DELGNG: Well, I had been aware that thay were following his
notes for many months., I think I told you how the FEI moved
in and set up 2 map with pins to signify where the unotes turned

up.

&
.k

Well, &id the FBI indicate to you who the man was?

DELOHG: They had a composite photograph because one ér two
people who had turned im notes had written on them -- and
from my memory, hed told what the man looked l1iks., So they
had an artist 4o a composite photograph based on descriptiors
given by several differeunt persons. One was a girl in the
ticket window in & movie in Greenwich Village, I reczsll, who

testified at the trial.

Qs But the PBI wasn't indieating to the press who the

" suspect was?

DELOHG:  They didn't kunow. They just had a general description
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in New ¥York.

3 Sc the name Bruno Bichard Hauptmann was new o you?

&

DELONG: fntirely so. We checked out as fast as we could and
got a taxicab to the %;rest railroad station, Gregfield or
Greenboro, and hepped the train back to New York as fast as we
gould. &nd from then on there was ne more investigation or
running around. It was & question of preparing the case.

As 1 recall, there were 180 witnesses, all told.

Hauptmann, of course, retained sounsel.

4 lLast time you told me the story of the arrest, the

local police cofficer who got impatient.

DELONG:  Well, I was not there, of course, but I learned the

story later. That was Lieutenant Flymnn of the ¥ew York City

i

clice who jumped oui of the car and arrested him.,

% What happened after you got back to New York?

&

DELGNG: Well, there were just the general details of the

arrest. There wasn'g anything very much for the next several
‘ﬁ-ﬁ* Gl ot

months, befere they 4 sbtornsy General David Wilentz

as prosecutor. He recruited a staff of assistant prosecutors.
o SN
--:,‘\‘v-f L7 T

" Dickirson was cne. MNost of them were from the attorney gensralts
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il = 1.
‘w§n Irenton. Joe Lanigen was quite active. Thsy had to work

5
¢

b

P thelr strategy, what charges they planned to bring.

83 Was Hauptmarnn imprisecmed in Trenton during this

intervening period? He wasn't out on bail, was he?

o

DELONG: Oh, no. He was arrested and placed in jzil. There

was no bail., They moved him down £5 --

o

YWhen 4id you first see him?

DELOWG: I think I first saw him at the trial. They weren't
giving any interviews or permitiing the press in to talk Lo nim,
He was arrested in September, the 20th, of 1934 and actually
the trial didn't begin urtil January 2, 1935. So that was 3 or
L months. And that's pretty fast time Lo prepare a trial, I
should think, run down all their witnesses and sc forth.

i Yere nost of these 18C witnesses oa the side of the

vrosecution?

DELONG: ¥es. I would say thaet four-fifths of them wers.
There weren't many defense witnesses except versons who claimed

that they were with Hauptmann on the night of the kidnapping.
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G Well, then, would you like to describe the trial

at this peint?

DELONG: The trial has been described as the triasl of the
century, and I zuess it was up te the more recent trials in
Nuremberg. It started on January 2, 1935, as I said and
continued until the night of February 13, when the jury brought
in its verdict of pmurder in the first degree.

The Jury was a eountry jury., Thers werec 4 womexn, all
housewives, and the rest were a sprinkling of farmers, wmaghims
machinists, there were two laborers, a carpenter, & stenographer

LY
2ll from that area of Hunterdon County -- Lambetitville, Lebanon,

L)

Highbridge, Clinbon, Franklin, Flemington. The judge was an
outstanding member of the bar and of the gourt, Justice Thomas
W. Trenchard (%) of Trenton. He was rather elderly, in his
seventies I think, but he krnew how to preserve order in his

courtroom and that took seome doing.

@: Would you explain that?

DELGNG: Well, there were 700 newsmen there to begin with,
end & ticket to the trisl waz harder to get thaun a bicket o
the Army-Navy game, Everyone was trying to get nis friends in
also., The various .newspapers and wire services get up their
'sffices ir the gRurirzzmx courtnouse, where possible. You had

to negetiate for space with Sheriff John Henry Curtis, who was
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also the jailer. He died around 1940. You paid Curtis for

¥our sgpace.
Q2 ¥hat do you mean by that?

DELONG: You just 4id, that's all. If you wented %o get it,
thet is. I got down there and we were given a ladies lavoratory
for the Sun staff. I don & lmow what the ladies did,bub
fTortunately it?i?ght ofT the courtrcom. You could Jjust dash
cut. We had about five telegraphers there, and I had two 6r

three other men with me.

£
[X]

Would you describe the courthouse?

DELCONG; Yes. It was a century-cld white bullding with

brown steps and wooden benches somewhat reminiscent of Coston
Mather's time. It wes guaint, 2 pillared building direetly
across from the hotel where everybody spent their leisure hours.
You could got a reom down there for about £15 a week, which I
guess was the going rate, but the people in the town didn't jack
Up the prices. It was a little tough finding someplace teo eat.

THEMEEEE 1t was & town of 3,000. But some of thns-nswsn

e .

{he World-Telderem, for example, teook over Stockton Inn at
Lembertville. It was in the winter aﬁ? they could use the whole
2 . . - ‘-“f'fu o ey, o2 ﬁ - .

Place. They had a big staff. We used to eat every night at

the White Swan, which ig sort of a third-rate roadhouse about



8 miles out of town, but that was about all there was., I've
always felt that Hauptmann was guilty and that he d41a it glone
and that nobody else was involved. I don't think svenm his wife

knew about it. He had a nignt job,

AR What kind of job?

DELONG: In a bakery up in the Bronx.
&3 What did he do during the day?

ELONG:  Well, he was g carpenter. I don't think he workeg
on any partieular buildings of any note., He was just a general

handyman,

g: During the trial, azd watching nim, did you ever
reach any conclusion as t¢ how hne happened to come %o this
terrible decision anad act? It must have required Some imagina-
tion and daring. Is thepe anything in his background to explain
19 |
DELONG: Of course, he denied right up to the sna that he was
guilty., But ke nag been a two-time loser in Germany, ani-as-a

two-time loser he'd been placed in a mortar tremch Up in .the

. KL{ ;UEK*~&6;:U !
1t means nothing, that ka his great hero was Baron Riak) i ),

front lines. ‘He survived the war, and I just have 2 theory ang

y
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H

I au #h Mo
the Red Knight of Germ mary, He nemed nis son after Riekenhoven;—

¥
’K.,U,,L ik Ci_.vif’,l_{,r . .
Hanfred, and whether or not ir his warped mind thsre was some
revenze motive originally. Lindbergh had flown the ocean, the

first transitlantic flier, that sight have had something te

do with it. I don't know. You can only speculate on it.
Qs What 414 you mean when you s2id he was a two-time loser?
DELON:: He'd served two penltentiary terms, not long terms,

but he was an ex-convict. 4s I reczll, one was for larceny.

Qa: Apparently he came $o the States after World wWar I.

For what reeson, do you know?

e

ELOXG:  That was never brought out, particularly. I don't
ever know how ke get in, come te think aboubt it. His wife wasg
Germarn, too, and reazlly not very smart. I don't think she would
koow what was goling on, anyway, and I think she was completely
dominated by Hauptmann. They had just the one child, Hanfred,
ant I think that he and his mother are living over in Phila-
delphia now. He later was in a very serious accident, struck

by an automobile and was badly crippled. Of course, he was

Just 2 baby at the time of the trial, a little bit older than
the Lindbergh baby, not much. He wasn't in school. Maybe he

was in kindergarten.



o You say she wasn't too smart. Was sne attractive, or

814 she make an gppealing appearance in the courtroom?

DELCNG: 'FNot very. She was Prevyy bedraggled and beaten down.
Sort ¢f 2 faded blonde. And Hauptmann, certainly up to the time
of the ransom rayment, was mere or less impoverishsd, She wasn't
well dressed. I kave an ides that 2y money he made ke probably
kept.  Actuelly, I don't thizmk he was employed during most of
the period while the investigation was gcing on, excspt for odd
jebs he could piek up. You'd had the depression in 1929 gnd '30,
Tound in there. There weren't too many jobs to be had, anyway.

There wasn's 2 great deal of constiruction work going on.

a: Wzs his gkill in carpentry brought inte the trial

in connection with his building of the lzdder?

DELGHG: Oh, yes. It was pointad out that he was a carpenter.
Cf course, Haupimann said, "If I were going te build = ladder,

I would have built 2 better lzdder than that ocne.

Q: Well, you go ahead and tell the story.
DELONG: Okay, and you ask me any questions you want as I go
along,

Thers were 31 srial days: The tria

[
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gidn't go in for jury sslection the way Mr. Dewsy later 4id
in soms of his racket triszls in New York, where they'd tske
a whole week to gat one jurcr and 1t was usually a blue rivhon
pansl when they had 1t.

Attorney Ceperal Wilentz outlined nis case on the
szcond day, after the jury was completed. He started one
afternoon, at 1l o'clogk the following morning the jury was

selected, and he started right in.

H2X
E R ]

There were no dlsputes cver the jurors?

DELONG: Nothing outstanding. I remember one man was turned
down because ne was too old, sixty-fivs, but there wasn't 2
great big controversy or a lot of quibbling sbout challenges

or that type of ihing.

&: Did the fact that there were 4 women impress ¢ither

the prosscution oxr the defense ong wWay oF the other?
DELOEG: Hot particularly.
AR Yere the Lindberghe there the [irst day?

DELORG: Yes. ‘Lindbergh wn would wait until thse cocurt was

251l2d to order, and then he would walk in g side Tz door amd
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B¥E take his seat. He wouldn't come in andsit while they

were getiting rezady. And she was only there a couple of days
When she was asked to testify. Ee canme every‘day, all through
the trial, zrnd sat there. 3She stayed away except when she was
called as & witness.

Wilentz, in outlining % his case, told the story of
the kidpapping, the discovery that the beby was missing, and
stated that the motive for the crime was money, lots of money.
rdward J. Reilly, chief of defense counsel, promptly asked for
8 mistrial on the grounds that the statements by the prosecutor
were highly prejudicial. This motién was denied.

Mrs. Lindbergh was called as & witness that day, to
tell of the last hours spent with her baby, about the child's
clething found at the scene, and this was entered in svidence.

A very emotional secens.

&3

3 How 4id she behave?

DELCEG:  She bshaved beautifully, but it was heartbreaking
to anyone to sSee the ordeal.
Colonel Lindbergh was then called, and told of the
events of the kidnap night, and of hearing a noise outside
his windows 1like the smashing of an orange crate. He described

how he took his shotgun -- that was after thusy came back.
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& Well, was it the recomstructiom of the crime that

the kidnapping took place after they came back?

DELONG: T dorn't ¥now, but there is that possibility. Anyway,
he heard this noise. That might have been the ladder or a

heavy wind, as I recall.
Qy But the baby's room was not close to their own, was it?

DELONG: No, quite a distance away, and it's a big house. And
he described how he took his shotgun after Betty Gow, the nurse,
to0ld him the child was missing, and how he had rushed out into
the night. There were some cabins in the wocds out there.
Pzople used to come out for weekends to humt in the woods, and

ne thought possibly some of these pecple had taken the baby.
Qe How did Lindbergh bshave during his first bestinony?

DELONG: Quiet, matter-of-fact, xmry straightforward, unemotional.
He identified Hauptmann as the man whose volce he heard in the

Bronx cemetary the night that Dr. Condon pald the ransom. He

was in a care.

a3 I thought he was gulte a distance, so that Hauptmann

wouldn t see him.

DELONG: Se that Houptmann wouldn't sse him, yes, but I guess
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he was clese enough. He sald he believed Hauptmann guilty,
and he expressed confidence ir his household servants.

There was a butler; 0llie Whately and Mrs. Hlsie
“hately, his wife, in addition to Betty Gow. Hrs. Whately was
the cook. ;22 said that she was in the servants' quarters when
the kidnapping occurred, that she did not hear the dog bark,

- that Betty Gow was with her most of the evening.

Betty Gow, who was Seqtch mw Whately was English =
described putting the chiid to bed. ZThe child was slling and
it had 2 cold. ILater she discovered that he was missing. She
wag eross-examined at quite some length by Mr. Rellly, the
defense attorney, who sought to show that she had knowledge of
the crime. After lsaving the stand, she collapsed. 3She Jjust

fainted. It was quite an ordeal for her.

&2

Thig wzgs after her first testimony?

DELONG: ¥es. She collapsed im back, not in the ecourtroom.
She idsntified the child's X sleeping garment by some gresn
thread that nermother had sent her from Scotland, and this
apparently is the kind of thread that held its ceolor. It didn't
fade. 4&nd she teld of Tinding the child‘’s thumb guard in

gompany with Mprs. Whately, near the entrance gate of the estate.
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The next witness was a State trooper, Jaseﬁh Wolf,
who wzs the first State policeman at the scene, and he told

of seaing the vansom note on the windowsill.

£
*n

Who called the police?

DELONG: The Lindberghs called znd notified phe-local Con-
stable, and he notified the State police. o

Wolf also told of finding faotprinté orn the ground,
They'd pulled the window down te hold the note in place, you see.
Azpsrsntly they'd backed out and down the ladder and pulled the
window shut afterward.

Ancther State trooper, Prank A. Kelly, who was a
fingerprint ian for the State police, told of his unsuccessful

efforts to find fingerprints on the ladder and in the nursery.

e

Frb]

Isn't that unusual?
DELONG: Well, he could have worn gloves, probably did. I%
was pretty cold, anyhow.

On the fifth day, the testimony rslated mostly o the
GCondon phase of the case. dJohn Perrone, 2 Broanx taxi driver,
identified Hauptmanm as = the man who had given him a note to
deliver to Dr. Condon. He testified that Hauptmann had called

nim snd asked him and -sekdd-hiz to give him his address, and
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he'd met Hauptmann on the street. He 4 given him this =note
to Dr. Condon om the night of March 12, this note having
directed Dr, Coundon to the cemebary where he made his first

eontact with Hauptmann,

A I thought the notes had appeared in the newspaper.

This is not correct?

DELONG: Al1l the notes except this one appearedin the newspaper.
This was the only one,

A witness who impressed me considerably was XHNEEE
Amandus Hechmuth. He wag the next witness on the fifih day.
He was an 87-ysar-old Prussian army veteran and he told of
seeing Heuptmenn near the Lindbergh estate in an automebile,
with the ladder, the morning of the crime. The defense protested
that he was too 0id and too far away, and I remember the judge,
whe, as I say, was quite elderly himself, said, "Well, the old
man might have kad % very good reason to remeamber what he saw
that day." In other words, he must have impressed the judge.

He was sitting on his poreh, and he saw this car going up.

Qs Way would Hauptmarm go early in the day to the scene

of the grime?

UELOEG:  Well, there seemed to be some indication that perhaps

he'd been around there before, He could have read, for example,
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that Lindbergh was going to deliver & speech that evening

at New York University, and he might heve thought that Lindbergh
wouldn't be there. Maybe he was going to take the Mder up and
put it in the bushes. There were plenty of places he esould have
nidden the ladder. You sse, it was pretty wild country up there,
and instead eof trying teo drag ® it up there at dHight he could have

kidden it.

Q@ You were also impressed by Hochmuth?

DELONG: Yes, T was. It was sye-witness testimony, you see.

He was the first person whe really sazid he had seen him.

&
..

Did Hauptmann have his own car?

DELONG: Ye&s, he had a car. Hochmuth & said that the ladder
was inside of the car, folded up 2nd over the back sealt, probably
extending the length of the car inside,

Then they recalled Frank Kelly, the fingerprint man
for the state, and he testified rather briefly conperning the
ladder. He admitted that it nad been taken apsrid, but he stated
that it was puf together again a5 it had heen criginally. Now
the defernse claimed that the ladder nad been hardled by sO many
persons, and taken enasrt so ofbten, that it could no longsr be
congidered the original and therefore should not go inte the

evidence,
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@3 Would one of these people be you?

DELONG: Yes, I certainly handled it -- and so 4id sverybody
slge.

THEN THE feollowing day Dr, {ondon told his story,
and he remained on the stand 211 day. He stated exactly how he
got into the thing, every step of the way. He was a good wit-
ness., The defense counsel gave him & pretty rough going over,
they tried to break his story, but he held up extremely well,
I believe he was 72 ysars old, arouni thers.

re thing I forgot to say that in thess early nego
tiations, the JHEX Jafsie letiers between Condon and Hauptmann,
Condon demanded some proof that Hauptmann had ths baby. As
proof, they sent a package to his home which contained the baby's

sleeping suit. This was mailed.

Qe When the nobes were delivered over the wall of the

semetary, was the understanding that the baby was to be returned

at that Lime?

fs{;:i_x.iql({'uzﬂ—“"“"
DELONG: Yes. Hé sagid, "Yow'll hezr from me immedistely.” He
was to tell him where the baby coculd be lecated. This uas nego-
Fpede vt G430 bt Lin it td Huees

o :
A . < J RTEA
tiating, you see, heving turned over the money. Then uafsie-%j"«?*
Y _4

inserted a series of notices in the Bronx dome Newg saying, in

zffedey effect, "Why haven't I heard from you? We've carried
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out our edd of the bargain. Where's the baby?" 4nd those

notes wers continued at intervals until the Dbaby was found.,

(A3 ¥ When was the sleeping suit malled?

DELONG: That was sent in the midst of the negotiations, Jjust
as proof that he w=mz did nave the baby. One off the thumb guards
was neveyr found, éther. It's possible ke may have kepit that.
Myra Condon Hacker, the daughter of Dr. Gondon,; told
of being with her father when the package containing the baby's
sleeping suit arrived in the mail. As you can see, they night
have said, "How &id you happen tc jave this sleeping suit?" If

he hed no witnesses.

@ Was it postmarked from the Bronx?

DELONG: ¥eg, as I recsll.

Another witness was Prank J. Wilson, a spescial asgent
of the intelligence division of the Department of Justice, who
directed the serial preparation of the ransom notes at the office

of J. P. Horgan & Co,

AR Did Lindbergh go te J. P. Morgan and say, "Give me

notes that can be identifiesdi™

DELONG: BEither Lindbergh or Breckenridge, or perhaps aven
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the 7.B.I., but it was arranged that this was one way you
could identify them, by the serial numbers, you see. He
deserived tne search for the bills and stabted that at that
time £18,500 of the bills had been accounted for. e said
that some might have slipped through the federal Treasury and
been destroyed, following President Roosevelt's proclamstion
recaliing all gold.

4 suprise witness who was gulbte decorative was Mizs
Hildegarde Alexender, a clothing model. She #esg described how
she wstched Hauptmann in the Fordham station of New York Central
Enilvoad whils he in turn was watching Dr. Condom, at a time
when few persons knew that Condon was conducting his ransom
negotiations. This i1s one of the things that the defense, in

summation, said was probably untrue.

Q: That seems like rather an accidental encounter.

DELONG: Well, this was after Hauptmarn's arrest. She recalled,
when she saw his picture iu the paper, having seen this man
watching Condon. She sz3d there were very few people in %thsa
station at the time, and she was attracted by this man watchning

thnis elderly man. Gondon was rather & striking figura. Waen
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Hauptmann's picture appeared in the paper she said, *Way,

that's the men I saw!" That was several months later, of course.

A Aside from Mrs. Lindbergh, she was the only AEEEExX note O

beauty in the trial?

DELONG: Ko, there were some other mme notes of beauly. One
day Mr. Beilly arrived with twelve kmamk¥fx beauties who he
said were nig witnesses, and he took the whole front row for
them. Where he found them, I don't know, bub this was thelr
day toc get into the courtroem. As I sald, evervbody was trying
to get scmebody into the trial. There weren't many tickets left
Por the public and there was great demend for them.

After Miss Hildegarde Alexzander, they got into the
nandwriting testimony. The state produced 8 experts. This was
ingerasting and, to my mind, convineing concurring testimony

thst it was Houptmeawn's handwriting that appearsd on the ransom

notes.
Q Did they have only ong piece of handwriting?
DELCNG: There was the original note on the windowsill, and

on the packege that contained the sleeping suilst. It was primarily

the rapsom note left behind, and there were misspellings in the

-

rensom note. I was very definitely impressed with that. They

had a1l sorts of charts and they explalned in great dstail
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43 Lid all 8§ agree?

DELOYWG: They all sgresed, The defsnse batteééﬁ up one hande
writing expert wno disagreed, obviocusly, but they nad only one,
But these men gave their biographies. They'd testified in many

trials.
Q: How was Hauptmann himself behaving at this point?

DELOHG: Well, he broke down for the first time on the ZXEK

R o LA

12th day of the trial, by shouting at Thomass W. Si£6—{2), a
Department of Justice agent, He called out, "Now, mister, don't
your lilel? Sisk %ﬁ# had told of searching Hauptmann's house zmsé
after his arrest and of watching Hauptmann zlznce toward the
garage. 7This gave him the idea thet Hauptmann mizght have some
money back there, and that testimony caused the outburst, He
dld find some money ocut there. It seemed he just kind of glanced
nervously at the garage, and Sisk figured, "Well, there mignt
ve something in that garage, I'd better take a look."

Thal was the first time Hauptmann showed any emotion.
He'd been stony~faced, ecold blue eyes, imperturbable.

e obther witnesses at that time were a county
physician in contrsel of the autopsy performed on the baby's body,
the truck driver and the truckman who Tound tie body, just sort
of bringing the k= thing together and tying up the loose threads.

Then came the Morgan witnesses whe told about preparing the
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bundles of money, turning them over.

&

Were there many spectators in the courthouse?
DILOVS: Ags many as there were seats for, rnot morse than 30 - 40.
There were a 1okt of specizl wrlters there, too, magazine writers,

end such, besides the press.

5
&
P

Did the spectators ever get out of hand?

DELONGE No. The judge would have clearet ihe coursrcom in &

5
E.
£
o
@
fude
4
(3]

there'd been any outburst.

@1 Were there definite hours for the sessionsg?

DELONG: Ch, yes. It started at tern in the merning and went

o four, and then it adjourred to tuenext day.

1 Did yvou coummute bacx znd forth?

]

BELONG: Yes. I had two men with me. One nman, cach day afbter

the trial, would talk %o Wilentz., Wilentz would held 2 press

43

Hh

n

erview, and we had o get something -~ who was going btec be

[y
)

g witusss tenmorrow and that sort of thing. and one would

i

21k to the defense attorney. They would cover those thingsg, and

thay stayed over there. I would come over early, aboub six ofcloek
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iv the morning. They wnuld give we their notes and I would
write the lesad fog/ e first sdition, saying in &ffest that
the state expect&’tc introduce this type of testimony today,
and witsesses would be, and so fortna. Then you'd pick up a2
1ittle of the testimomy of the previous day and that sort of

thing.

M How was Beilly chosen? Were you impressed with him?

DELONG: I ecertainly was not impressed by him. He had a great
deal of eriminal experience. He was known as Dsathhouse Ed,

T don't knarthat his record of mequittals was anything magnificent,
but he was a big, florid extravert, always appeared in a frock
cozt with a carpation in his buttonholé., I think Reilly figured
ne eoculd win by charming the jury inm his summat;on. He gave then
everything he had on the sumzation. He spoke sziaocut 4 hours,
hoping that he could influence cme jurcor, If he cculd sow a seed
of deubt in the mind of one juror, that's 2ll he needed.

I don't krnow for certain how he was chosen, but I

think it was on the recommendation of the Journal-Americar., which

got into the act presty heavily. I'm sure that they @ai& Mrs.
Hauptmann for hker stories -- that type of thing.

There was s1sc & loecal attcrney, Lloyd Fisher. He
% was from Flemington. Lloyd Pisher and Reilly split up teward
the end, because Pigher based his csse or identifiecation of the

pody. He wented the stabe to prove that the body found was the
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Lindbergh baby. Unless they could prove that, they had no

corpus delicti. They had ne proof that the baby had been killed,

and Reilly said, "We'll corcede that,® and Fisher was absolubely

furious. He stalked out of the courtroom and-he-&idn's-take
—any . part-fom It @t alic———

& To go back to Amme Lindbergh's testimony in the
beginning, for a minute. You said it was very moving., Do you

recall any details she gave of the last hours of the baby?

DELORG: Lindbergh was going to deliver this lecture at N.Y.U.
They were going to k=k spend the night at Mrs. Lindbergh's
Morrow

parents' house, the NA¥XIE house, in Englewoed. Lindbergh was
coming out to join her there. But then when she found the baby
had a cold, they felt they'd better zet home. That's how they
changed their plans. &nd that's why Haupbmann, if he'd Followed
the newspapers, would have probably thought the Lindberghs would

not be there that night, you see. Instead of that, they came

Afffaur_ 5 LJ-’ -

arﬂund*tenﬁgqaleeﬁ~ﬁrms&rk AP
N 2 i .
~L -1 = ntout and they drovefrom Englewood thems
A S0 the pure chance that the baby caught eoléd was

rather srueisl in 21l this?

DELONG: That's right. If the baby hadn't had a cold, they
would probebly have had the nurse take him to stay at tw
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Morrows overmight. That had bsen the origiral plan.

: Well now, to continue from where you left off before

&2

I interrupted. Ypu mentioned the Journsl-American. I suppose

there was guite & newspaper war over the coverage of this trizl,

DELONG:  There wag. The Jourmal-American, that's the standard

Hearst procedure to try to get the sitory, there's no secret
aboub that. They certainly &id pay Mrs. Hauptmann something fo
her story. They tried to buy Hezuptmaun's story, too. &nd I'm

sure that Mps. Haupbmenn used the funds they paid her to retain

somnsel.

£

Do you know, or can you guess, how much those funds

were?

DELONG: I don't know. It could be snywhere from $25,000. I
think they failed to get Hauptmamn's story beeczuse I don't think
the state would permit a man on trial for first degree murder %o

give his story out.
Q: What about Condon?
DELONG: I don't think he was that type of man. He wouldn't

gsell nis story. He felt so upset sbout this whole thing, as I

told you.



Pa

DeLong - 135

O0f coume, ounce the trisl started we were =211 working
together. We were getbing thne same information, interviewing
the defense attorneys and the prosscution after hours at the
sampe sesslions. There were no exclusive interviews. Every once
in g whiie you would pick up something from somebody, but you

had a pretty full day covering the trial.

Q: Was the Buropean press interested?
FEs P L

DELONG: i think some of the British accounts zre incredible.
They were entirely inaccurate. Ome British reporter described
the courthouse as the blsck h&i&ﬁﬁx hole of Calcutta and told
of Haupimann eoming in clarking his chains. I never read anything
like if. And someof them had direct overseas cables. There was
interest all over the world -- there were French reporters, too,
although most of the papers took Reuters. There was guite &
Sprinkling of Britishxcorrezpondzugzx correspondents, and one of

them guiker had quite an imassination.

@ Were there any celebrated sob sisters around?

,em/b L/ff« ‘I‘i‘f &’/; Q""“ (‘C"H*‘-— f\”{‘-"\dzJ
DELONG:  Om, yns. Fannie Hurst was thereﬂAﬁ%%ee.St Johng,
Walter Winchell was very much in evidence. He was beginning te

Be important. He wore black glasses in trying to stare Hauptmamn

down,
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@l Let's see, was Thomas Sisé the last witness you

entioned?

DELONG: Yes. Then, on the following day Nrs. Ellz Ochenbach {2},
who wzs a former friend and employer of Mrs. Hauptmann, testi-
fied that Hauptmaunn appeared to be limping when he visited her
house with his wife shortly afiter the ¢rime., The impliecation

was that he hurt his leg in a fall from the ladder. Mrs.
Hauptmern rose and shouted, *Iou are lying!" and was reprimanied

by the court, That was the only time that she broke aown.,.

Qs In what capacity was Hrs. Auchenbach employing Mrs.

Hauptmann?

DELOHG: I guess in the bakery. That's the only place

T ¥now of -- that's where she was at the time of the crime.

Were there any points where Lindbergh showed emotion?

&

DELONG:  He made no gestures. He @idn't shake his head or
anything of that sort. He was pretty stolcal throughout, even
when his wife was testifylng. After all, he was & man of
sharacter and strength, or he couldn't have flown the ocean

the way he did. He kept himself well in hand.



