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nalled Condon. It tied him up with Condon thab he had the

telephone number in his house.

Q: Did Condon think Hsuptmann was the man he met over

the cemebary wall? He must have been asked.

DELONG: Oh, yes, and he manswered, “Yes." 0f couse, a2gain
vou have 2 pretty 61d man with g thick glasses, and a little
hard of hearing. It was up to the jury to belleve 1t or not,
Apparently the prosecution believed the story.
| The next witness was s New Jersey State Police

detective sargeant, John Wallace. He said that Hauptmarmn's
cay stopped at Park Avenue and XBX 178th Street. Tnat's where
the arrest was made. Wallace also jumped inte Hauptmamn's car,
and they found a $20 ransom bill on him. Later they found money
in the garage, as I said. Hauptmanr explained that by saying
it wag some of the momey bthat Fish had left there, and he fellb
ne was going te get his money bagk, the few thousand he'd leaned
Fish -~ just take it 6ut, and whern Fish came back he corld nave
the resk. ‘

Walter Lyle {¥7, who was in charge of the Werner-
Quinlan gas station at 127th and Lexington, said he saw Haupt-
mann on Sepvember 15, 1934, serviced his car, and that Hauptmann

took a £10 gold nobe from his pecket. He xkx noted the number
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of the car, jotted iA-on the margin of the bill, and told
John Lyons, his assistent, %o take the bill to the bank. That
was the bill that led to the idemtification.

Detective Paul Tetrazzini of New Jersey told of
accompanying-Sargeant Wellace to Hauptmann's house -- that was
an earlier witness -~ and finding bills in a gallon can. They
totalled 511,930 and were in twelve packages. By this time,
apparently, Hazuptmann had taken them out of ;?:hoebox. They
spent several days in the house, tooking around. You can bet
vour 1life on that.

Edward F. Morton, & timekeeper at the Majestic
Apartments, denied that Hauptmann was employed there on Herch
1, '32, the day of the crime, as Hauptmann had sald he was.

Then you got into the woods testimony, snd the ladder.
The defense centended that there was no proof at the scene of
the erime connecting the ladder with Haupbmenn. I think that the
testimony that subseguently develcped, Arthur Koehler, the wood
expert, was overwhelming, that undoubbedly this lsdder was made
Prom boards taken from Hauptmann's house. That came up izater.
Koehler, a wood technologist, took the stand and Wilsntz sald
that he would wrap that ladder arcund Hauptmarn's neck.

Koshler testified that a side rail had been baken from
the home rented by Hauptmarm, from a floor board in the attie,
and they offered in evidence two pisces of board that were rungs

of the lzddsr with testimony about how the board had been cut,



DeLong - 140

and that the two rungs fitted together, filled the space in
the attic. Impossible that sncther board could have fitted
the nails and the joists and match the grain of th: flooring
exactly, &8s it did., The Koehiser testimony is exhaustive. 4
ook has been written on it. 1t's too technical to go inte,

but in my judgment it was the resal slincher.

@ Did you think at this point in the triagl thai the
jury would have to swing toward a verdict of guilty, and that

the nation itself felt that Hauptmann was guilty?

DELONG: 1 think there were some persouns, sven Smong the press,
who felt there was someone elss involved, that it wasn't Hauptmamn
slone. Personally, as the testimony developed, I couldn't see
how there was anyone else. I think even the state police
initially thought there might have been two or three peopie

there, They found footprints going back znd¢ forth Trom the

house, bubt heavens, there wgre s0 many people there and they
didn't look for the footprints until the next day. So they could

or ceuldn't have been.
Q: Again, they could have been one of yours.

DELOBEG: Yes.

They produced evidence that whoever climbed Bhis
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iadder would have ©O take Tdrly long steps, because the
rungs were quite & distence apart, Also, they made these
duplicate 1adders of board of t+he same slze and weight, and
so forth, and kkmk they found that & man weighing 170 pound.s
could elimb but with any sdditional weight tre ladder would
sollapse. . AS you know, the ladder was broken whnen they fourd
it.

0f course, the =REEEK digtance between the rungs
proved that a snort-legged man like yow oY I couldn't heave
climbed the mxIREE isdder, very handily, but & man the
stature of Hauptmann gcould have stepped up HOTe easily. Hs
was 5 feet 10 or 6 feet.

At that point the 3tate rested.

Q: You know, bomorrow will be the 3lst smniversary
of the kidnapping, ¥arch 1s8t.

There are & fsw miscellansous questions 1'da 1ike %o
agk you about in ﬁere. To go back to the jury for & minute.

You told me they were locked up aveffnight?

DELONG: Yes, in the hotel across the street from the court~
house, They went to chureh wnder guard, too. The meals were

served them at the notel, in a spacial dining room, Thare
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was only one hotel in the town. They had to stay there.
A ind how long 4id you say the trigl lasted?

DELONG: 31 days, including Saturdays and Sundays, When they

dida't have trial sesslouns.

Qs bid you get any particular impressions of jury members?

You must have locked at bthems nour after hour.

DELONG: T dida. I taought they were fine country peopie, for
the most pert. They weren't the same type of Juror you might
have in one of Hp., Dewsy's trials, but they were & sross-gection

of Hunterdon County, I think.

what 4o you mean asbeout Hr. Dewey's juries?

&9
¥

DELONG: T mean the majority of them were collime graduates,

men of considerable substance, financially spsaking.

Qs Well, why didn't he get a country bumpkin or & asubway

operator or a manicurist?

DELONG: I dom't think there are many country bumpkins in New
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York City, for one thing, ¥Yor the rest, I think Mr. Dewey
was looking for a blue ribbon panel, end the blue ribbon panel,

es

f¥

it, means a winner. That's what a blue ribbon stands
fer, doesa't it? I think that Mr. Dewey felt that that iype of
jurcr wes probably opposed to racketeering of any sort, or was

less sympathetic o it than some other types of people might be.

P

G How can a d.a. manage this?

DELONG: By using every challenge, and by Jockeying around te
zat 2 juror to commit himself in some way that would disqualify
nim. I've covered irials that Mr. Dewey prosecuted where 1%
tock an sntire week to zet one juror. As I polnted out, this
jury was ssleeted in four or flve hours.

A In a case like mine, if I were under conslderation,

ne would stir up thet I'd been to Moscow, use tricks iike that?

DELONG: It would depend on the case, but he would use such
tricks te get the jury he wanted. I think one of the reasons for

his great success was the selsction of the jury. Hs éid =

magnificent job in getting a blue ribbon pangl. He insisted on
it in the first place, right from the start, and Suprems Courd
Mo

Justice/Cook, I believe it was, agrsed to that. You know,

rhmyivexEwnxpEizy there are two panels -~- & blue ribbon panel
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for special cases , and then there's the run-of-~the-mill jury.

Kere you run~of-the-miil?

YEERREL
185 I guess 1 was.

Another point I would iike %o ask aboutagain is the
conduct of Lindbergh and Hauptmann during the trial, whether

they ever confronted saeh other.

DELONG: They never sncountered each other during the trial.
Hauptmann was brought 1in first, under guard of course, although
he wasn't nandcuffed. There uwere State troopers behind him and
next to him, and this was not a y¥=ufx place where he could make
a break, anyway. As I sald earlier, Colonel Lindbergn came in
by a side entrance later and took a seat to the laft of Haupt-
mann, every day, right straight through. He apparently had the
courtesy of the judge's chambers or some reception room, and
just as Judge Trenchard called the ecourt to order, he would come
in and sit down. He never faced Hauptmann. He sat alone, but

near the prosecution table.

o

Mrs. Lindbergh didn't attend after she testified?

DELONG: I'm positive she didn't.
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So Lindbergh sat alone?

&
. p

DELOKG: That's pight. Right through the trial. He sat with
his back to me. Nobody could have seen his face but the judge

ané pessibly the witness.

Q: Did Hauptmann look at him?

DELONG: Well, Hauptmann eould have turned his head and locked

at him, but he didn't,

g: Whare did ¥Mrs. Haupbmann sit, and I think vou mentioned

that she once d4id braak oub.

DELORG: Yes, she 4id, and was reprimended. 4s I recall, she
sat in the first row of spsctator seats., Of course, she had a
seat allocated to her throughout the trial. She didn't have to
stand irn line and wait to get in the courtroom. I believe she

was there throughout the trial., She lived in Flemington.
Q1 Well, now sbout the press. I'd like to go baeck to
that. You were lucky in that you caild go back to Princeton at

night. Where did the others stay? Walter Winchell, for example.

Some went back to New York and came in on the train,

&
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I noticed that Mr. Reilly, defense counsel, weant back to
Brocklyn every night and came down on an sarly train, the
Jersey Gentral. Others stayed at New Hope and Lambertville
-- there's plenty of nice inns over there. This was & greatl
boranza for the town of Flemington. There were lots of nice
0ld houses that could rent a room or two and a bath. HEabel
Green, who was a feature wribter on the Sun, was there throughout
the trial ané had a very nice room and bagth right there., Ve
had a room for our group when we Tirst got there, but it had
no hsat, so we moved out. Then we found & house ant rented
the second floor. I hed 2 room thera but I didn't stay there

very often.
Gl Did you get to know Famnie Hurst?

DELONG: No. We were too busy to see much of these peoyple.

I seldom went out to lunch bhecause in thése days we had five and
six editions and we were writing a new lead for the next

edition, so usually we just sent ouf for a sandiwch and ate

right there at our typewriter. She was writing for Hearst, I
think -- one of the syndicates. Internmaztional News, or something
like that., They were all writing daily pieces, most of themn,

one feature. Winchell was writing for the Mirror, Jjust one
article, a feature articlie usually, describing 2 witness, that
kind of thing. They weren't covering the trial as such. They

were getting the hign spats.
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Q: For some reason, I made a note about Biil Carter

while we were talking off the record. What about him?

DELONG : Well, in those early days of radio reporting most

of the radio reporters were nob particularly qualified as
newsmen. They would take all types of tips, put any sort of

& rumor on the air, and you'd be out investigating some lesad
Irom the radio that they'd found the baby somewhere. You'd

arop everything and go and find out that it just wasn't so.

That was before the trial, of course, stili during the investiga-
tion. Radio reporting has improved a lot gipqg then, I think,
but at thaet time they were =z little wet géééggﬁ the sars as far
85 RERERXREPRREI® reporterisl effort was concerned. And ws had
to follow up all those leads. The ciby desk always knew where
they could find me fairly quickly, and whatever I was doing, I'd
drop it andéd t;y to run down that lead, then call back and tell

Yne \:JVLL,_L

them it Tsr!t go,

ok Was Lowell Thrmas orn the scens?

DELONG I can't recall whether he did anything in particular.

He might have been there., I didrn't see him 2t the press inter-
views. He undoubtedly canme downr, theugh. He would be responsible,
but probably more on the political engle., He was one of the

few who would be responsible.

Gf course, there was no television then, though we
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did have newsreels and thousands of camneramen. They were
obvicusly not admitted in the courtroom, 80 they would try to

catch the witnesses EX and suybody slse they eould on the sireet.

Q: By the way, do you Xnow how Mr. Breckinridge was

chosen to be Lindbergh's personal attorney?

DELONG: I think he hendled Colomel Lindbergh'g financial
affairs. He was his business lawyer after Lindbergh returned
from his flight across the atlantic. Of course, ke had the book
that he wrote, he had all sorts of contracts, auy number of offers
for anything from endorsements on up or down the line. He was

an advisor in the sarly stages, but Be-Was-never-at-the-—teial —

et~ he had no comnection with the prosecution.

Qe In other words, he played quite a role up until the

time of the arrest?

DELOEG:  Yes. He was vretty much Lindbergh's spokesmen. Later
onn it was Col. Norman Schwartzkopf and the Stats polics. But

at the very outset, Breckinridge was very clcse o Lindbergh,

@: Off the record you had mentioned something else, also,
the letter that Anne Lindbergh wrote after the trial to her

neighbors?
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DELONG: Yes. 1T said that she took the pains and the trouble
to write a personal note to all the people in that vicinlvy,
thanking them and telling them that she apprecisted their for-
besrance and their helpfulness. Tha&f%ere not B00 many BER
people in that particular neighborhood. MHost of them were some
distance away, but in the early stages they un&oubted}y
eXperienced some inconvenience, with people asking to usse their
telephones and so ferth. You see, there was only one tslegraph
wire in Heopewell, down at the railroad station, and i you get
2 couple of hunired reporters trying to file all al once, they
certainly would clutter up the telephone wirss, I found it was
worth the 15 or 2¢ minute ride to Princeton. It saved time.

I was telling this to Harold Anderson, the Eaxmx
famous o0ld editorial writer on the Sun, the man who wrote
"Lindbergh Flies Alone," which was a Pulitzer Prizeg editorisl
and one of the great editorials, in my Jjudgment. Hy statement
thet ¥rs. Lindbergh had been thoughtful arnd kind erough to
write to her neighbors -- well, he felt that this was gulte
unmecessary. He didn't see her thanking them when her baby'd
peer kidnapped., Why wouldn't anybody be cooperative and helpful?
Well, it's a different viewpoint. He didn't approve of the

idea. I thought it was a thoughtful thing te do.

g; Before we conclude, 4o you have any more of ths
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witnesses ir mird? Or would you want to go into the testimony

about the wood, or shall we leave that for another session?

DELOEG: I'4 like to do that at another session. I'd like te
refresh my menmory. I W have some notss somevhere in the
neuse that would be helpful. Bub we could pick up the defense.

I think we ended with the state resting.

&

Yes. You say there were about 130 wltnesses in ail?

DELONG: That's shout right.

Reilly begarn by asking that Hildegarde Alexander
be recalled, and he guestioned her. He & tried to knock down
her story and ereste doubt in the Jjurors' mind about whether
this girl eould have remembsred this after months, from a
picture she saw in the paper. He just wanted to sow a few
seeds of doubt in at least one juror s mind so that these things
would net build up to that extent, and then he might get a hung
jury.

- Another of the defense counsel wnom I have not named
Lot & -

| < : -
before, Eéward-Rosekran®, asked for a directed verdict of

acguittal. He said that the bady had been found in Mercer County,
there was no proof thait the defendant was at the scene, there

was no jurisdiection, no svidence of flight, no one saw the
kidnapper entering or leaving, no one placed him in the nursery,

the haby might have been taken to New York. If the whole Thing
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was the result of a burglary, the ransom payments and tie
Ford lec -

buiiding of the ladder apparently w%ss s in New York. There
might have beern an emissary. Wilentz, in reviewlng the case had
sald that they could nothave a person 2itting in the nursery or
gt the foot of the ladder. Evern i they didrnot have a gingle

who gaw '
soul/kuk Hauptmann coming up the Lindbergh lane thst night,
tne nandwriting on the mote left in the nursery would be suf-
?iclent. Therefore the juéze denied the motion by attorney
Homhransfor acquittal, after hearing Wilentz' reply.

On the 18th day of the trial Hauptmann spent the
entire day on the stand under diract examination, andon the
following day he was cross—a*amlnea. Hauptmann sat rather

wearing
hunched on the stand. Wilentz wzre a double-breasted gray
sult, wasg relentless, pressed him, brought out that he kept
no bocks for twe years and that after the ransom nmonsy wss
paid he did have an account, =2 bank baccount. He was foreced
into admission of that under cross-examinetion. He said he
did not kidnap the baby. He identified various writing. He
spoke with gquite an sccent. Eg'denieé writing Condon’s name
on the board in his house as Inspector Bruckman had testified,
said, "That's not my writing.” ‘He uas badly excited at this
time, became guie exercised, *I don't think so, I don't

think so,” he sald. Whether uhﬂ hendwriting in the note was

similar te this handwriting, as ?llentz brought out --
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He denied the testimony of Frs. Stells Auchenbach,
whe testifisd that his leg had been injured, s5zid that she did

notE tell the truth in court.

G Was he ceol and collected for the most part when he

was zmf testifying?

DELCHG: Sometimes he became guite exclited; yee, he 4id,
& pretty cold fish, I thought. But with somebody hammering at

you for two days, there would be times, I guess.

Q: Do you think his knowledge of English was good enough

8¢ that he understood all the guestions?

DELONG: Yes, The eross-examination devéloped that Hauptmann
planned to take at least §2,000 of ths ranscm mongy and hide it
feared

vecause he ¥ammght he might be robbed of the§l¥,800 which the
box contained and he wanted to get Lack-- to s allowed Lo take
over the affairs of the dsceasad Fi%g, noping to éo that, but
1t turned mrz out Lo bhe a 1iability. He admitted that he lied
O numerous occasions when guestioned by various foieials,
including District Attorney Foley of Béonx County when na
interviewed him up there before they turnsd nhim over to tne
State of New ¥ Jersey.

He said he swore falsely regarding the writing on

the board in his closet with the telephone number and zddress
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of Dr. John F. Condon. He testified that his business rela-
tions with Fiéﬁ started in 1933, almost & vear after the
kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby, with the exception of a
small transaction in the xpxk spring of 1932. The cross-
ex&minétg;§elcped further that Fi%ﬁ'never vut in more than
$2,00C cash in the partnershlp in the brokerage account that
they held Jointly in NMrs. Hauptnann's name, arnd that he had
told Hauptmann he would give him the profits out of the skin
and fur business which & never developed any great profits,
It was brought out that Fiii iived a solitary life in 2 single
furnished room, had no motor car, and was not known 28 a spender
or an extravagant person. He sald thzt he would have teold the
Fiéﬁ family about the money cached in the shoe box, but was
arrested before he had s chance.

He testified that he wrote two letters to Fi§£3s
relatives in Cermany, one in January 1934, another in May of
the same year, but Wilemtz brouzht out that he did not take
up the subjeet of the shoe box, although he mentioned two trunks
which had been left in his custody by Fish. So T guess Fish did
lzave something or other.

ne of the defense witnesses, Louis Kiseh {77, a
Hungarian silk {27 painter, said he u&d entered Frederickson's
bakery ané saw 2 msn who was very excited because someone had

tried to trke his dog from him. This was the night of the crime.



DELORG: Well, that was to show Lhat Hauptmann wss rot in
2.
HEEKEHE Hopewell that night, that he was in the Fredericksen

bakery im the Bronx,

i i
X . Fridhifadis .
Another witness was August +addenky or Vanhanky,

A
gaid he'd seen Hauptmann aj the (o swher  on Boston Post Road
that night. These were alibi witnesses, you sese,
AEHHZE Willis (?) Ferding, & msn of two sonvictions,
said that while working on a road in Princeton he had seen a
Q-_ﬁ,% { v
mexm with @ -Fatber- strapued to his car, bubt the man was not

Hauptmann,

John X Connelly, a hendwriting expert from Ssst St.

v

Louis, WARXNZRAUREIETX® was nis singlie handwriting sxpert. He
was ssked, and he s2id he'd studied the original for two ang a
a2alf hours and photestatic copisz of z11 netes, and he sazid
tnat his agx opinion was taat the defendant 4id not write the

ransom note.
@ 2id this handwriting expert have much of 2 reputation?
DELORG: I éon't believe so, if they had to bring him 211 the

way from East St. Louis. There are plenty of them sround New

York,

"nilip lgses, an urerployed taxi driver, testified

that he'd seen four men in a huddlie in g cemetary, the implication
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being that there was more than one man. That was at the
cemetary where the ransom msEsxXwasx money was paid, of course.

There's a lot of miscellaneocus testimony that Itve
noted here. The witness Philip Moses deseribed himself as axn
imitator of Will Rogers and signed his name =8 in autograph
books -- of course, there were all sorts of autograph hounds
out there «- as the star witness of the trial. He said the
men he had seen in a huddle were two blocks away from the

cemetary.

Q1 Do you think that Bellly was so desperate that he

was calling & sort of erackpot fringe?

DELONG: I'11 znswer that this way. Another witness was Sam £

end KA Q, DTy

b, & radio repairman. He szaid that ?ig% had left a
package six or seven hours before HMay 14, 1933, about the sgize

of a shoe box, that he had seen this at Hauptmamm's house.

The prosecubion had him pretty well cased. He'd been judged
legally inszne five times, in 2 hospital eight times for observa-
tion. Up to this point the defense witnesses had included three
men with criminal records znd one who was a bootlegger. They
bore down on'ééggﬁﬁgfé little bit and he finally screamed oub,

YTty no menize!t®

Q: Does the prosecution hear shead of time whe the

defense witnesses are going to be, and therefore have an opportunit
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to check into their records?

RELONG: I think they see them hanging zround. In this
particular instance the fellow was talking all over town zbout
how he was golng to testify, They wouldn't give them the list
in advance, I think, but they could always call the witness
back for cross-examination after they had time to look him up.

Then they had a Dr., Rastus M. Hudson, a graduste of
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, who had a silver nitrate
rrocess. He said if Hauptmann built that ladder, the prints
would appear when subjected to the silver ritrate process, and
he gave quite a lecture om that. He sald even though other
pr;nts were superimposed or even if the kKidnapper used gloves,
the silver nitrate process wouid bring this out,

The rest of the witnesses were about the same sirips.
A¥E To counteract the Arthur Koshler wood testimony they produced
a witness, Ewald Mjelke, who described himself as & practical
lumber man. He said that the attick boards which the prosecution
had said had been taken from Hauptmann's attic and used in the
construction of the ladder actually came from the top of a tree.
He went into a long harangue on his opinion of thew knots, which
was gquite technical.

Just to * wind up this particular phase of the trial,
Beilly summed up in four hours, contending that the servants in
the house all betrayed Lindbergh, critlcizing the police, seeking
to link Jafsie UEHESY Condon with the Rimdmsy kidnapping, calling



